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On a Mission


Briefing of the Commissioning Policy Development Project Steering Group


Issue 2 										February 2010





Steering Group Meeting





The main focus of the meeting on 16th February was to consider a draft Funding Commissioning and Procurement Code of Practice. The following was agreed:





The Code should be entitled Public Services Funding, Commissioning and Procurement Code of Practice





The need to improve commissioning/ service planning  undertaken by public sector organisations should be given greater prominence in the code of practice





A draft for consultation should be ready by April 2010, which steering group members will contribute significantly to finalising





Wider involvement should be sought throughout the consultation phase





The consultation phase should start in May 2010 and include an event in June 2010





Coming Soon - On the Code 


An event to consult on:





The draft Public Services Funding, Commissioning and Procurement Code of Practice for Merthyr Tydfil and Rhondda Cynon Taff: 





In: June 2010





Background





The two-year Commissioning Policy Development Project has been established to produce a Funding, Commissioning and Procurement Code of Practice for public and third sector organisations in Merthyr Tydfil and Rhondda Cynon Taff. It has its roots in the Merthyr Tydfil Compact and is one of the Compact’s key objectives. It also builds on the Healthy Governance report produced by Interlink in 2006 and the Healthy Governance Toolkit developed by both Interlink and VAMT.


The Project reports to the Compact in Merthyr Tydfil and to the Local Service Boards in both boroughs.





The projects outputs are:


Good Practice Review


Funding Code of Practice


Commissioning Toolkit


Joint public services policy


Project implementation including training 





Its outcomes are:


Better informed and supported public and third sector organisations in relation to commissioning


More citizen centred services developed on a who does what basis





The Merthyr Tydfil Compact together with the Commissioning Project Brief can be accessed on VAMT’s website. 





Copies of the Healthy Governance Toolkit on CD can be obtained from the Health and Social Care Facilitators in Interlink or VAMT.





.





Find out more


Commissioning is a broad topic, which encompasses a range of specialist areas


including service user involvement and engagement, measuring value and results based accountability, service tendering and procurement law. Below are just some of the relevant publications and websites available:





Citizen engagement


Participation Cymru


� HYPERLINK "http://www.participationcymru.org.uk/about" ��http://www.participationcymru.org.uk/about�


A partnership of public and third sector organisations that is hosted by Wales Council  for Voluntary Action. It provides innovative training, support, information and policy directions in participatory approaches to citizen engagement.


Joseph Rowntree Foundation � HYPERLINK "http://www.jrf.org.uk" ��www.jrf.org.uk�  


An excellent source of up-to-date research on community participation, including the recent Citizen involvement in local governance 2009.





Service Specifications


� HYPERLINK "http://www.specification-writing.info" ��www.specification-writing.info�


Free online learning course on producing service specifications from Northamptonshire Council and partners





Charities and public service delivery


� HYPERLINK "http://www.charity-commission.gov.uk/" ��www.charity-commission.gov.uk/�


The Charity Commission has produced a range of useful publications for charitable third sector organisations interested in delivering public services including:


Charities and public service delivery (CC37)


Stand and deliver: the future for charities delivering public services (RS15)





Results based accountability


� HYPERLINK "http://www.psucymru.org.uk" ��www.psucymru.org.uk�


A resource for all partners (initially aimed at  children and young people’s partnerships) to improve partnership working and achieve the best outcomes for citizens.


























Steering Group Members





Ian Davy			VAMT


Ann Philpott			Interlink


Margaret McLaughlin	VAMT/Interlink


Ian Benbow			Merthyr Tydfil CBC


Carwyn Jones		Merthyr Tydfil CBC


Chris Richards		Merthyr Tydfil CBC


Jenny Ludlow		Cwm Taf LHB


Samia Saeed		Cwm Taf LHB


Neil Elliott			RCT CBC


Sarah Andrews (deputy)	RCT Framwaith


Vince Hanley			RCT CBC


Vince Price	Third Sector Procurement Champion in RCT





How you can get involved





Read about the project on VAMT and Interlink’s websites including:


 - On a Mission Briefings - which summarise decisions from Steering Group meetings


 - Good Practice Review of Commissioning/ Service Planning - a summary of good practice in producing funding and commissioning codes of practice from Wales and the UK


Complete the Value Added Facts Questionnaire, available on the CVC websites, which allows third sector organisations to describe and quantify the added value that they bring to service delivery. Then return the completed questionnaire to Margaret McLaughlin at VAMT.


Contribute to the consultation on the Funding, Commissioning/Service Planning and Procurement Code of Practice, which will take place from May 2010 through an event, CVC websites and network and forum discussions


Contribute your ideas on the type of training that you think should be made available through this project to public and third sector organisations.





To find out more about the Commissioning Policy Development Project, contact:





Margaret McLaughlin, Project Officer on 01685 353920 � HYPERLINK "mailto:margaret.mclaughlin@vamt.net" ��margaret.mclaughlin@vamt.net�


To access further information about the project, see � HYPERLINK "http://www.vamt.net" ��www.vamt.net� and � HYPERLINK "http://www.interlinkrct.org.uk" ��www.interlinkrct.org.uk� 








