BRITISH TOURISM WEEK
INDIVIDUAL EVENT OUTLINES

Tourist Information Centre Open Day:

Merthyr Tydfil Tourist Information Centre will open its doors on Monday 15th March to launch the start of British Tourism Week 2010.  Members of the general public are invited to view the facility and interact with experienced staff members to learn more about tourism in the area.
Date:
Monday 15th March 2010

Time:
9:30am until 4pm

Where:
Tourist Information Centre, 14a Glebeland Street, Merthyr Tydfil, CF47 8AN
___________________________________________________________________________________________
C8 Tourism Trade Forum Meeting:

The COLLABOR8 Tourism Trade Forum was set-up in January 2009 to coincide with the start of MTCBC’s COLLABOR8 Project.  The Forum is made-up of accommodation providers and tourism sector businesses that are situated within the Merthyr Tydfil area.  These quarterly meetings enable the participants to share ideas and views concerning their tourism sector as well as learn from one another’s experience and knowledge.  The proposed agenda for March’s meeting will consist of discussing the forthcoming tourism season, seasonal events taking place in the region and also the next COLLABOR8 Transnational Exchange to Devon in April.
Date:
Monday 15th March 2010
Time:
10:30am until 12:30pm
Where:
Committee Room 1, Civic Centre, Castle Street, Merthyr Tydfil, CF47 8AN
___________________________________________________________________________________________
Gallery Showcase:
Enterprising Art & Business will be holding a week-long exhibition of local arts and crafts at their facility on Monday 15th March running until Saturday 21st March.  Furthermore, on Tuesday 16th March the facility will launch the exhibition consisting of a variety of Merthyr Tydfil specific pieces which include a watercolour painting of Cyfarthfa Castle painted by Susan Imiolczyk.  For those interested in setting up their own business, Enterprising Art & Business can give you the opportunity to gain experience in setting up and running your own business, with expert advice and access to resources. For further information pop into the shop or call 01685 377141 or visit the website at; tasteofenterprise.co.uk
Date:
Monday 15th until Saturday 20th March 2010
Time:
10am until 4pm
Date:
Tuesday 16th March – Gallery Launch

Time:
5:30pm until 8pm
Where:
32 Lower High Street, Merthyr Tydfil, CF47 8DE
___________________________________________________________________________________________
Do You Want to Know Who You Are: 

The event is intended to give people an opportunity to compile their very own family tree and give information on making use of a variety of family history websites.  Members of the public are encouraged to drop-in throughout the day and be taught by an experienced ‘genealogy’ staff member on techniques of undertaking family history research.  Merthyr Tydfil Library will run this event with the cooperation of the Merthyr Tydfil branch of the Glamorgan Family History Society.  Therefore, I you want to learn more about your family and their links to Merthyr Tydfil please come along and explore. 
Date:
Tuesday 16th March 2010
Time:
11am until 4pm
Where:
Dowlais Library, Church Street, Dowlais, Merthyr Tydfil, CF48 3HS 
___________________________________________________________________________________________
Merthyr Tydfil Castle-to-Castle Historical Walk:

The proposed walk will consist of a castle–to-castle circular route starting at Cyfarthfa Castle which will evidently take in the Taff Trail to Morlais Castle.  The route will then lead back down through the stunning Taf Fechan Nature Reserve and back onto Cyfarthfa Castle.  The walk is classed moderate and being very straightforward although there will be some elements of hill climbing up towards Morlais Castle.  The overall distance of the walk is approximately 7.5 - 8 miles long and will take an estimated four hours to complete.  The route also focuses on many historical elements which will encapsulate the participants’ imagination. 
Date:
Tuesday 16th March 2010
Time:
10am until 2pm
Where:
Cyfarthfa Castle, Merthyr Tydfil, CF47 1HT 
___________________________________________________________________________________________
St Patricks Day & Irish Family History Day:
Many people are of the belief that a large number of Irish people came to Merthyr Tydfil during the Great Famine of the 1840’s, however, this isn’t the case.  Incidentally, many Irish immigrants arrived here from 1815 onwards due to work opportunities and the fact that Dowlais Works had a policy of positive discrimination in favour of Irish workers.  
To celebrate St Patrick’s Day and Merthyr Tydfil’s links with Ireland, both the Central Library and the Church of Jesus Christ of the Latter Day Saints in Swansea Road are going to have a special showing of Irish records and a display relating to the Roman Catholic Churches in Merthyr Tydfil.  The Mormon Church, with its large library and helpful volunteers, will also be open to the general public between 11am until 4pm in order to give assistance to any visitors wishing to learn more about their ancestors.  Furthermore, they see it as being a perfect opportunity to showcase its wonderful genealogical resources to members of the public.  The Central Library will also welcome any visitors with links to Irish ancestry in order to show copies of the original records of the two 19th century Roman Catholic Churches in the Merthyr Tydfil Parish.

Date:
Wednesday 17th March 2010
Time:
10am until 2pm
Where:
Central Library, High Street, Merthyr Tydfil, CF47 8AF

The Church of Jesus Christ of the Latter Day Saints, Swansea Road, Merthyr Tydfil, CF48 1HT
____________________________________________________________________________
The Climbing Tree Book Launch with Mike Jenkins:

This month see’s the publication of The Climbing Tree from Pont Books a novella suitable for Years 7 – 9, written by award-winning Merthyr Tydfil author Mike Jenkins. The book is set in the near future, in a Wales seriously affected by flooding.  The story centre’s on two gangs; one of which spends most of their time on the climbing tree. The main character Low is trying desperately to keep this gang together in the face of an increasingly troubled world. Mike will be launching ‘The Climbing Tree’, at Cyfarthfa Castle, on Wednesday, 17th March at 6.00pm.

Mike Jenkins won the Welsh Arts Council Book of the Year in 1998 for ‘Wanting To Belong’, a book of ten interlinked stories about teenagers. He is also the author of many books of fiction and poetry, including ‘Barbsmashive (spells trouble)’ and ‘Poems for underage thinkers’, both of which are suitable for Primary schools. A recently retired teacher, he taught for over 30 years in Comprehensive schools, most of that time in Pen-y-dre, and has done many workshops and readings in both Primary and Comprehensive schools in Wales and England. You can find out more about his work on his website - www.mikejenkins.net. 
Date:
Wednesday 17th March 2010
Time:
5pm until 6pm – Workshops


6pm until 8pm – Book Launch
Where:
Cyfarthfa Castle, Merthyr Tydfil, CF47 1HT 
___________________________________________________________________________________________
Murder in 19th Century Wales & Merthyr Tydfil:

A special talk by local historian Viv Pugh on the history of Merthyr Tydfil and the reason behind its nickname ‘China’.  The talk is ideal for all ages who are interested in the history of the local area and its links with crime in the 19th century.  The event caters for people of all capacities that have a lot or very little knowledge of Merthyr Tydfil’s history.     
Date:
Wednesday 17th March 2010
Time:
7:15pm until 9pm 
Where:
St David’s Church Hall, Church Street, Merthyr Tydfil, CF32 8LT
____________________________________________________________________________________
Historical Talk on Merthyr Tydfil’s affiliation with the Steam Engine and Train Ride:

Attend a talk by experienced Green Badge Guide Ivor Beynon on Merthyr Tydfil being the home of the Worlds first steam locomotive engine in 1804 built by Richard Trevithick.  Furthermore, learn more about George Stevenson who is famous for both his “Rocket” locomotive engine and his production of steam engines to order which were dispatched in kit form.  Also, find out more about the history Merthyr Tydfil’s Ironworks which produced quality rail tracks and cannons for distribution around the globe; which in-turn made Merthyr Tydfil the industrial capital of the world.  
There will also be an opportunity to take a trip back in time and find out first hand what it was like to travel on a stream locomotive engine.  Take in all the wondrous beauty of the Welsh country side, experience something truly life changing and view the stunning mountains, rivers, streams and landscape that inspired writers such as Alexander Cordell, Richard Llewellyn, and Dylan Thomas.
Date:
Thursday 18th March 2010
Time:
10am until 1pm 
Where:
Brecon Mountain Railway, Pant Station, Pant, Merthyr Tydfil, CF48 2UP

___________________________________________________________________________________________
Merthyr Tydfil Spring Food Festival:

Building on the success of the Merthyr Tydfil Farmers Market and to commemorate its 4th anniversary we will be celebrating in style with a Spring Food Festival. The ‘festival’ will focus on Merthyr Tydfil’s and its surrounding areas extensive variety of local produce and crafts with many of the foods available being True Taste of Wales Award winners which recognises the best in welsh cuisine.  As usual you will find fresh quality products that are grown, reared or made within a 50 mile radius.

There will also be cooking demonstrations showing how to make the best out of the produce on offer, and street theatre to entertain you at the market. Merthyr Tydfil Farmers Market is held on the 1st Friday of every month, at High Street Merthyr Tydfil (between HSBC Bank and WH Smiths). Come along and support your local producers, you’ll have the opportunity to try before you buy, talk to the producers of the food to find out exactly where the food has come from and enjoy a unique interactive shopping experience.
Date:
Friday 19th March 2010
Time:
10am until 2pm 
Where:
Merthyr Tydfil Town Centre

___________________________________________________________________________________________
Historical Walking Tour of Merthyr Tydfil:

You are invited to attend a historical walking tour of Merthyr Tydfil led by experienced local Green Badge Guide Ivor Beynon.  Walk part of the route taken by the worlds first steam locomotive engine or in the footsteps of Richard Lewis, aka “Dic Penderyn” and visit the site where the ‘Red Flag’ was raised for the first time in 1831.
Other attractions included on the tour include: the Andrew Carnegie Library, statues of the world famous boxers Howard Winstone, Eddie Thomas, Johnny Owen, the site of Merthyr Tydfil old Town Hall where Torchwood’s Captain Jack, “John Barrowman” travelled back in time to the Second World War. Also visit Rhymney Brewery’s famous Winchester Bar as well as the areas four ironworks (Cyfarthfa, Plymouth, Penydarren, Dowlais).  There will be an opportunity to learn more about Lady Charlotte Guest who is famous for translating the Madinogion into English for the first time whilst visiting the home of the composer Dr Joseph Parry who is said to be the most famous Welshman at the start of the 20th century.  Further visits include:  The artists Penry Williams, George Fredrick Harris who is the Grand Father of Rolf Harris and the Nantgawr Pottery.
Date:
Friday 19th March 2010
Time:
11am until 1pm 
Where:
Civic Centre, Castle Street, Merthyr Tydfil, CF47 8AN
___________________________________________________________________________________________
Official Opening of the River Taff Salmon Pass:
The River Taff stretches a distance of just forty miles from its source in the Brecon Beacons to the estuary in the Bristol Channel. The river has carved out the surrounding landscape into a valley in which the town of Merthyr Tydfil and surrounding villages have grown. Over the centuries the river has provided the people living nearby with vital sustenance and local industry with an important source of power. 
Unfortunately, pollution from the iron and coal industries in Merthyr Tydfil had a devastating impact upon on the natural ecology of the river Taff in this area. The construction of weirs and the use of the river for waste disposal led to the rapid decline, and in some cases, the complete disappearance of certain species. In recent years, the river has been showing signs of recovery, with the return of trout, salmon, otters and kingfishers to the area. 

Notably, In January 2006, the River Corridor Master Plan was prepared by Austin Smith Lord Consultants for which the Heads of the Valleys Programme made funds to implement the initial phase of works including proposals for the fish pass and viewing platform. Construction of the fish pass was completed in October 2008. This fish pass is one of many installed along the river to allow salmon to get from the sea into the streams of the Valleys. Plates known as ‘baffles’ redirect the flow of water and reduce its velocity as it flows down the pass, allowing the fish to swim upstream.   The construction of the fish pass has vastly improved fish access to the upper reaches of the River Taff and in doing so increased juvenile salmon and trout production n the river.  However, the numbers of salmon returning to the Taff are not yet at a level where people should be catching them. 

Date:
Friday 19th March 2010
Time:
11:30am until 1pm 
Where:
River Taff Fish Pass (Near the Merthyr Tydfil College Car Park), Avenue de Clichy, Merthyr Tydfil.

___________________________________________________________________________________________
Cyfarthfa Castle Open Day:

You are encouraged to attend Cyfarthfa Castle which was commissioned by The 'Ironmaster' William Crawshay in 1824. This grand castellated mansion overlooked his immensely successful ironworks and has been called, "the most impressive monument of the Industrial Iron Age in South Wales".

At the Castle you can admire the extensive fine and decorative art collections which boast such names as Yeates, Penry Williams and even Rolf Harris.  Feel free to stroll through the atmospheric social and industrial history galleries which chart the rise of this once great iron making town.  You also have an opportunity to learn about Richard Trevithick's Penydarren Locomotive of 1804 which was the first locomotive to pull a load along rails whilst discovering the roots of the Labour movement from the Merthyr Rising of 1831 to martyrdom of Dic Penderyn and onto the first Labour MP - Keir Hardie.  Observe our 'museum of a museum' including curiosities from around the world - ancient Egyptian grave goods, Greek and Roman artifacts and decorative arts from the Far East.  Enjoy the elegant surroundings of this interesting museum and once family home, set in beautiful parkland, on the edge of the Brecon Beacons National Park.

Date:
Saturday 20th March 2010
Time:
12pm until 4pm 
Where:
Cyfarthfa Castle, Merthyr Tydfil, CF47 1HT

___________________________________________________________________________________________
Historical Talk / Tour of Cyfarthfa Castle, Cyfarthfa Ironworks and Joseph Parry’s Cottage:

Cyfarthfa Castle

Cyfarthfa Castle was the home of William Crawshay II and is said to be the most impressive monument of the industrial revolution.  The castle is described as being Mock Tudor in design to give the impression that the Crawshay family had been around for a long time.  
William Crashay’s grandfather Richard who controlled Cyfarthfa Ironworks after Anthony Bacon was considered one of the wealthiest industrialists of all time.  Notably, the ironworks produced quality cannons which Lord Nelson himself came to inspect in preparation for his ship HMS Victory in 1802.

Cyfarthfa Ironworks
The ironworks where opened in 1765 by Anthony Bacon, but it was Richard Crawshay that made it the largest ironworks in the world, the ironworks took full advantage of having the Glamorganshire Canal so close to the works and could quickly transport goods to sea via the canal to Cardiff docks. Afterwards, William Crashay’s grandfather Richard controlled the Cyfarthfa Ironworks after Anthony Bacon was considered one of the wealthiest industrialists of all time.  Notably, the ironworks produced quality cannons which Lord Nelson himself came to inspect in preparation for his ship HMS Victory in 1802.  Many years on the ironworks produced railway tracks that where transported all over the world, 

Joseph Parry’s cottage:

Joseph Parry was born in Merthyr Tydfil in 1841.  His father was a Puddler at Cyfarthfa Ironworks for many years where he was soon joined by his son at the age of 12.   The family eventually moved to America where he entered local Eisteddfods; winning many competitions in the process.  At the age of 17 Joseph began to have music lessons and quickly became a master musical composer and conductor.  He attended New York State to study music and later moved back to Wales in his adulthood.  Joseph parry was a figurehead whom others sought to emulate, he encouraged musical participation where possible and shared his passion of music by focussing on training young musicians.  Incidentally, Joseph Parry was greatly respected for having risen from such humble beginnings to achieve so much in the world of music and he later went on to become the most well-known Welshmen in the world at the beginning of the 20th century.
Date:
Saturday 20th March 2010
Time:
2pm until 4pm 
Where:
Cyfarthfa Castle, Merthyr Tydfil, CF47 1HT

___________________________________________________________________________________________
Family History Comes Alive at Cyfarthfa Castle:

Meet and interact with characters from Merthyr Tydfil’s past as history comes alive during your visit to Cyfarthfa Castle.

Date:
Saturday 20th March 2010
Time:
1:30pm until 3:30pm 
Where:
Cyfarthfa Castle, Merthyr Tydfil, CF47 1HT

___________________________________________________________________________________________
Fishing Event:

Merthyr Tydfil Angling Association openly invite anyone wishing to learn the art of fishing with a exclusive fishing taster day at Cyfarthfa Castle Lake.  People of all ages are welcome and all equipment will be provided free of charge as well as experienced fishermen from the club to offer advice to all.   

Date:
Saturday 20th March 2010
Time:
 
Where:
Cyfarthfa Castle, Merthyr Tydfil, CF47 1HT

___________________________________________________________________________________________
Model Railway Open Day:

The general public have the opportunity to ride the small miniature trains located at the historic site at Cyfarthfa Castle throughout the day.  The event which celebrates British Tourism Weeks is described as being perfect for a family day out and free of charge.

Date:
Sunday 21st March 2010
Time:
10am until 4pm
Where:
Cyfarthfa Castle, Merthyr Tydfil, CF47 1HT

