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1.
Introduction

1.1
This pack has been prepared to assist joint project sponsors develop funding applications and claims for their proposed Valleys Regional Park programme of activities.

1.2
It is essential that project sponsors familiarise themselves with the following documents which outline the criteria on which projects will be assessed, and conditions of grant payment. Particular attention should be paid to the project outputs and results and the cross cutting themes. 

· Valleys Regional Park Environment for Growth (E4G) Phase 1 Business Plan (Appendix 1)
· Welsh European Funding Office project approval letter dated 14th April 2009 (Appendix 2)
· Welsh Assembly Government Explanatory Memorandum for Grants  under the Environment Programme (Appendix 3)
1.3
Many of the conditions within the Welsh European Funding Office (WEFO) approval letter are applicable to the lead sponsor, Welsh Assembly Government, but all projects will need to take account of these to ensure their projects meet the overall funding conditions set by WEFO.

1.4
As the European grant requirements are generally greater than those required by the Welsh Assembly Government Environment Programme, where there are discrepancies between the requirements of the respective programmes, the highest required standard will apply. In such cases the E4G business plan and approval letter will override any lower requirement set out in the Environment Programme documentation.
2.
Programme Coordination

2.1
The business plan (Appendix 1) outlines how the project is divided into 7 programmes. The type of project you require support for will determine which it falls into and who you send your application to. 
Programme 1:
Transformational Landscapes
Programme 6:
Enhancing Our Visitor Centres

Applications should be submitted directly to Andrew Osborne, Valleys Regional Park Manager, at QED Centre, Treforest CF37 5YR.


Programme 2:
Loops and Links (Valleys Cycle Network)
Applications should be submitted to Ryland Jones Deputy Director (National Cycle Network) at
Sustrans, 40 Walter Road, Swansea SA1 5NW.
Loops and Links (Bridleways)
Applications should be submitted to David Hart

Places Director, Groundwork Merthyr & Rhondda Cynon Taff Fedw Hir, Llwydcoed, Aberdare, CF44 0DX.


Programme 3:
Community Tourism

Programme 4:
Training the Ambassadors

Applications should be submitted directly to Andrew Osborne Valleys Regional Park Manager, at QED Centre, Treforest CF37 5YR

Programme 5:
Community Pride Total Focus Area Campaign: Presenting a Clean and Pleasant Environment for Visitors.





Applications should be submitted to Gary Inight
Pride in our Communities Officer,
Environment Agency Wales, Rivers House, St Mellons Business Park, Cardiff CF3 0EY.
Programme 7:
Events Programme & any promotional or marketing initiatives (includes publicity, leaflets etc.)

Applications should be submitted to Peter Cole Regional Strategy Director, Capital Region Tourism, C106 UWIC, Colchester Avenue, Cardiff CF23 9XR.

3.
Monitoring and Evaluation Guidance

3.1
An E4G Project Monitoring and Evaluation Guidance Pack is provided (Appendix 4). It provides advice on project monitoring and evaluation, and meeting the requirements of the cross cutting themes.  The approach ensures consistency in terms of monitoring and evaluation across the Environment for Growth Convergence Programme.
4.
Three Year Project Programme
4.1
Joint Project Sponsors are required to prepare a three year programme using the enclosed proforma (Appendix 5), for both single and multiple projects that they wish to support from this programme.  No funding applications will be assessed unless such a programme is in place.

5.
Application for Grant Form

5.1
There is a single application form for projects (Appendix 6) which is to be used by all project sponsors irrespective of whether they are public or community/third sector organisations. The application provides an opportunity to request both the European and Welsh Assembly Government Environment Grant. These can be combined at the application stage.
6.
Claims for Payment of Grant

6.1
Different claim forms are required for public sector (Appendix 7) and community/third sector (Appendix 8) organisations. This is because different audit requirements apply to each.
6.2
Claims must be submitted on a quarterly basis to comply with the conditions of the grant award. Two separate forms are required for each grant claim, one for European and one for the Welsh Assembly Government Environment Grant. This is because the European element will be based on defrayed expenditure and the Welsh Assembly Government element on accrued expenditure.
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