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Communities First Town 1 & Park 3 Steering Group

MINUTES OF MEETING

27th November 2008, 6.00pm

Georgetown Boys + Girls Club, Georgetown, Merthyr Tydfil 

Present: 

Jo-ann Banner

Town & Park Development Officer 

Rhonda Braithwaite 

Town & Park Development Officer 
Tom Bramley 


Landscape Architect – MTCBC 
Malcolm Browne 

Local Resident – Town  

Nicola Davies 


Town & Park Admin Assistant 
Ray Davies 


Georgetown Boys & Girls Club 
Hilary Edwards 

Voluntary Action Merthyr Tydfil  

Robert Holdaway 

Merthyr Tydfil Newsagent
D James 


Local Resident of Cadlan Bethel 
E James 


Local Resident of Cadlan Bethel 

Lyndsey Jenkins 

Projects Officer – MTCBC 

David Jones 


Chair Person Mountain Hare Community Group 

Gladys Jones 


Local Resident of Heol S O Davies 

Anthony Martin 

Chair Person of Kevin Ryan Court Tenants Group
June McAnoy 


Chair Person Town & Park Steering Group
Michelle Powell 

Town & Park Co – coordinator
Glenda Price 


Local Resident of Heol S O Davies

Samantha Turner 

Voluntary Action Merthyr Tydfil 

Apologies:
Fred Bray 


Local Resident – Town Ward 

Jason Davies 


South Wales Police – PCSO  

Sergeant Dean Gittoe 
South Wales Police 
Chris Jones 


South Wales Police – PCSO 

Alyson King 


Local Resident of Town Ward

Sheila McCarthy 

Local Resident – Park Ward  

Teresa Price 


Local Resident of Town Ward 

Dean Roberts 


South Wales Police – PCSO 

Sarah Williams 

Tri – County Play Association 
1. Welcome 

June McAnoy (JM) welcomed everyone and asked them to introduce themselves
2. Apologies received 

As above

3. Minutes of last Meeting 
The minutes were agreed as a true record of proceedings.

Apologies amended on previous minutes as Samantha Turner (ST) was not listed

4. Matters Arising

Fred Bray (FB) advised there is still a lot of rubbish in the back street of Tram Road. 

Michelle Powell (MP) has contacted MTCBC to get it cleared but nothing seems to have been done. MP to chase up and give update in next meeting.

Glenda Price (GP) queried what was happening with St John Ambulance regarding the leasing the Unit at Brecon Road Infant School.

MP advised we are in the process of liaising with MTCBC and St John Ambulance to work towards securing a lease and funding for the building so that it could also be used as a community venue.

MP advised that The Youth Offending Team gave their apologies as couldn’t attend

MP advised that the Working Group Meeting held on 10th November 2008 to discuss and what the roles of Chairperson, Secretary and Treasurer entailed and the adoption of a constitution was aborted due to poor attendance.
MP will reschedule the meeting in the New Year.
5. MTCBC Regeneration Dept – Buildings in Town & Park 

MP spoke to Rhian Prosser at the Physical Regeneration Dept, MTCBC and was advised that they are awaiting approval for the Built Heritage Strategy for the County Borough, which is being submitted to Cabinet on 10th December 2008.

If approval is granted the action plan relating to the strategy will be implemented, this will prioritize what buildings need addressing urgently along with the designation of conservation areas.

Once the strategy has been endorsed copies will be available for all to view along with the action plan.
MP advised group that the Local Development Plan where proposals on local land and buildings have been put forward to is open for consultation on the 30th October – 12th December 2008.
Information on the plan was made available in the meeting for the group to view and response forms where also available.
If anyone would like to view the new more detailed plan please come into the Communities First Office.

Malcolm Browne (MB) asked what the plans where for the old education building and the old Job Centre building.

MP advised information is included in the above plans and also completion dates

6. MTCBC Regeneration Dept – River Corridor Project Consultation 
Lyndsey Jenkins (LJ) and Tom Bramley (TB) gave a presentation on the new project “River Taff Corridor”. Phase 1 of the project has been completed and the project will be made up of 4 phases in total. LJ would like feedback and support from the Steering Group to continue the success of the project. Paperwork on the project was issued to group.
The project overview is to create attraction to the Town Centre and to continue the success of phase 1.It will provide a semi – natural corridor and improve existing links and walkways to key attraction areas. The main work to be undertaken will be surfacing, lighting , planting , commissioned artwork, vegetation management, bridge construction, high spec railings, seating, signage and interpretation points.
Drafts of the project where handed out and TB advised the group to write any comments or notes on them.

MB advised that they will have problems with vandalism as paving stones and trees have been dug up previously.

TB advised can’t let vandals get away with it and police should be notified.

GP suggested placing CCTV in the area.

MB asked when phase 2 would begin.

LJ advised after Christmas and they have until April 2009 to complete it.
Robert Holdaway (RH) asked if any of Communities First staff had walked the area.

MP advised will do this to get better understanding and visualize the area.

LJ left business cards for people to contact her or TB regarding the project.

MB congratulated the council on the success of Phase 1.

7. PACT Update 
TOWN

Updates that came from the October meeting where as follows:

Parking at John Street - Police were unable to issue tickets due to lack of signs and could only book people for causing an obstruction.
Skateboarding at Fountain – This has been investigated but as of now nothing has been sighted, will keep investigating.

Anti – Social Behavior Town – Investigations are on going and regular patrols are being taken out around the Town Area.

Priorities that came from November meeting are as follows:

· Anti – Social Behavior and underage Drinking at Tramroadside 

· Bogus callers and anti – social behavior in Caedraw flats 

· Anti – Social behavior at Thomastown and the rear of the Synagogue 

Date of next meeting will be on 11th January at Caedraw School

PARK
Rhonda Braithwaite couldn’t attend last PACT meeting, but matters that came up in the meeting where youth annoyance at Heritage Court and parking issues at Cadlan Bethel.
Next meeting will be held on 4th December 2008 at Brecon Road Infants at 7pm.

MB advised that the PCSO haven’t really got the authority to do anything.

GP suggested double yellow lines be placed in Cadlan Bethel.

RH suggested that residents attend PACT meetings as the police could then explain the legal side of things.

RB advised PACT venue will alternate.

8. CF Development Workers Update 
RHONDA BRAITHWAITE UPDATE
Jerusalem Pentecostal Church is looking at a constituted group.  The Church wants to encourage more community use of the building.
Osteoporosis received support for their “Awareness Day”.  We promoted the event, sold raffle tickets and made cakes.

PACCE are now using our meeting room on the first Tuesday of the month.  The group’s been invited to attend The Carer Strategy Network.

Sure Start and the ICC have been informed about “Prams in the Park”.  They’re interested in becoming involved and we’ll look at it in the New Year.

Market Square Church invited CF to attend a meeting.  They’ve a group who want to become constituted.  The group wants to apply for funding to improve their kitchen facilities for luncheon clubs, basic cooking classes etc.

Migrant Workers Action Group are now taking ESOL classes on a Thursday in St David’s Hall from 7-9pm

The group at Ty Gwyn Newydd wants to become constituted and a meeting will be held next Friday 5th December.

Georgetown Tenants and Residents Board have received funding totalling £2,500

We’ve been unable to have the Cinema Club at The Rock Foundation.

A NHW meeting was held at The Rose & Crown Public House.  The licensee sat in on the meeting.  She was interested in a pub NHW.  We’re going to look into it in the New Year.   

CF will continue to support and promote PACT meetings whenever possible.

ESOL classes are being delivered in St David’s Hall and will continue for 10 weeks.  
JO – ANN BANNER UPDATE
Newsletter delivered to approximately 4000 residents, business and local community groups. Included within the newsletter we have distributed a questionnaire on “Community Learning” to attempt to identify the training skills/abilities of local residents but also to identify which training courses local people would like to undertake as well as determining if there are any barriers preventing residents from undertaking course (e.g. cost, childcare, transport etc.)
The following groups have received support and guidance in appropriate funding sources to which they could obtain funds for projects: 

Friends of Cyfarthfa High School - a funding application has been submitted to the Sportslot Minor Grants Scheme to attempt to purchase new sports equipment and introduce new sports sessions within the Lower School, £2983.50

Merthyr Tydfil HS Pigeon Club have re-submitted an application to VAMT Capacity Building Scheme to purchase new equipment for their club to encourage development within the pigeon racing field.

Temple Spiritualist Church – Assistance with governance and constitutions to assist with the future application to external funders for improvements to the Church Hall in Pontmorlais.

PACT meetings attend in Town and Park Ward

Date of next meeting: 11th December, 5.45pm at Caedraw

Hong Kong Alley Project:  Meeting planned for 4th December to schedule in design workshops for the art boards.  Anyone interested in attending a session (young or old) should let me know a.s.a.p.  The Theme of the project will be “Merthyr Tydfil – The Positive Aspects of Living Here”

Lantern Parade/ Gymanfa Ganu: Attended two workshops at local schools assisting young people to create lanterns to be used as part of the Lantern Procession on Dec 3rd – covered as another agenda item under A.O.B.
9. AOB
A bid is being put into the Heritage Lottery Fund for the Taff and Trevithick Trail for an interpretation panel project. They are looking for community groups or individuals to help research the history of the area to include in the panels.

Workshops will be held for community members to look at the history of the area and to identify historical information that they feel should be included in the panels. If funding is successful workshops will take place in the spring next year.

Friends of Cyfarthfa Park held a consultation which had a very poor turnout. They have received funding and are looking to build a Woodland Centre, a Splash and Play pad, extend the café, create an entrance feature and move the model railway.
The dates for Equality and Diversity Training are as follows:

Thursday 22nd January @ Trefechan 9.30am – 2.30pm 

Thursday 29th January @ Venue to be confirmed 12.00pm – 5.00pm
Tuesday 10th February @ Pant School Annex 9.30am – 2.30pm 
Thursday 12th February @ Trefechan 12.00pm – 5.00pm 

Thursday 19th February @ Pant School Annex 4.00pm – 8.00pm 

MP advised group of details of the Gamanfa Ganu, also advised tickets were available. MB requested a ticket.
MP advised that the Communities First Christmas Party was on 5th December 2008 at Strikers Club from 7pm till late, advised tickets were available.

Trefechan Communities First have requested that our office be a drop off point for people to leave gifts for their Santa Appeal. They do request that you don’t wrap the presents.
JM advised that the ICC will be having a Santa’s Grotto on the 15th and 16th of December 2008 from 4.30pm to 6.30pm.
RB advised there are leaflets available in the Communities First (CF) Office for benefits that older people may be entitled to.
There are also leaflets on a parents guide to money available at the CF Office.
Ray Davies advised that there are plastic display stands being removed from Georgetown Boys and Girls Club and wanted to know if anyone was interested in them.

MP advised CF will have 2 and JM advised the ICC will also have one.

MP advised everyone if they wanted to add anything to the agenda please contact the office.

MP also wished JB all the best with her Maternity leave.

