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Communities First Town 1 & Park 3 Steering Group
MINUTES OF MEETING

22nd May 2008, 6.00pm

St David’s Church (Town Ward)

Present:

Jo-ann Banner
Communities First Admin Assistant

Rhonda Braithwaite

Town & Park Development Worker 

Jason Davies


Police Community Support Officer

Ray Davies


Georgetown Boys & Girls Club

Hilary Edwards

Voluntary Action Merthyr Tydfil

Hubert Everson

Local Resident, Town Ward

Robert Holdaway

Merthyr Tydfil Newsagent

Clair Houston


Town & Park Development Worker 
Clive Jones


Park Ward Councillor
Michelle Powell

Town & Park Co-ordinator

Dean Roberts


Police Community Support Officer

Sam Turner


VAMT, CF Support Worker
Apologies:

Fred Bray


Local Resident, Town Ward 

Pamela Bray


Local Resident, Town Ward 

Malcolm Browne

Local Resident, Town Ward

Wendy Gane


Diabetes Support Officer 

June McAnoy


Local Resident, Park Ward 

Shelagh McCarthy

Local Resident, Park Ward
Lis McClean


Canolfan a Menter

Steve Morgan


Cyfarthfa Christ Church / Local Resident 
Teresa Price


Local Resident Town Ward

Sarah Williams     

Play Forum

1. Welcome

Sam Turner (ST) opened the meeting and a brief round of introduction took place.  
2. Minutes of the Last Meeting

The minutes were agreed as a true record of proceedings.
3. Matters Arising from Minutes
3.1 Community Clean Up’s (Minute 3.2)

Trystan Edwards Place has now been cleared thanks to the Local Authority.

Morlais Brook to come under any other business.

3.2 Manic Depression Fellowship (Minute 5.4)

Rhonda (RB) noted that the Manic depression fellowship meetings will now be taking place on the 4th Wednesday of Each Month  - Next meeting 29th May at MIND office.

3.3 Diabetes (Minute 5.5)

RB has contacted various people to obtain statistics in relation to diabetes sufferers for the Town & Park ward but the surgeries cannot break down the statistics to cover only our areas.  Wendy Gane has further information on this and was due to attend this evening but due to illness has sent apologies.

Action: Further update at next meeting if possible

3.4 Community Transport Scheme (Minute 5.7)

Michelle (MP) has contacted the Dial-a-Ride scheme manager – Phil Taylor – and he has stated that the scheme is currently at full capacity and will therefore not be able to take on any new areas.
3.5 CFTF Update (Minute 6)

A full list of applicants from the Town & Park Allocation of the trust fund from last financial year was distributed to members.  Further copies available on request.

3.6 Advertising (Minute 7.5)

Jo-ann (JB) informed that she has contact Valleys Radio and it would be £1000 to advertise on their channel but she would continue to advertise via local columns in the Merthyr Express.
3.7 Chairperson (Minute 7.6)

Further to the last meeting Malcolm Browne has stated that he would be unable to accept the invite to stand as chairperson as he has too many current commitments and doesn’t feel he would be able to justify this role.  The offer was again opened out to other persons to either put themselves forward or to nominate another individual.  MP informed the group that this is something that the steering group will need to move towards as we aim to get formally constituted within the coming year.
4. Presentation by Local Police Support Officers, Jason Davies & Dean Roberts 

PSCO Jason Davies and newly recruited PSCO Dean Roberts gave an overview of the Police Community Support Officers in Town and Park Ward and a background to their role within the community.

The PSCO’s are part of the South Wales Police Neighbourhood Policing Team who work directly in the community on such issues as:
· Building relationships with local residents, groups and organisations

· Intelligence gathering on local issues/concerns

· Work closely with local community partnerships (e.g. C First)

· Undertake the community patrols

· Power to issue fixed penalty notices

Amongst other areas of work the PCSO’s are meant to create an easier reporting route for local residents and also to allow relationships to be built between the community and South Wales Police.

The PSCO’s run monthly PACT meetings in each ward where local residents raise issues of local concern and then three priorities are chosen for the month and the police go away and work in partnership with others to try and resolve or work towards improving these problems.  The meetings are open to the public and anyone is welcome to attend and bring forward local concerns, no minutes are taken and residents also have the opportunity to discuss issues confidentially with the PCSOs on the night.

PACT meetings in Park Ward take place on the 1st Thursday of each month at 7pm in Brecon Road Infants School
PACT Meetings in Town Ward take place on the 2nd Thursday of each month at 5.45pm in Caedraw Primary School

For those residents who are unable to attend the pact meetings they can always contact the community team via the local police station or alternatively you can pickup a PACT reporting card from local venues and write down your concerns then post them back for the team to take forward.

Within the past few months new PSCO’s have been recruited and this will mean there will be 4 officers covering Town Ward and 1 covering Park Ward, these officers will be working on shift basis and all 5 PSCOs should be in post within the next 4 weeks.
The following questions were asked to the PCSO’s following their presentation:

· John Meredith (JM) is parking on double yellow lines covered by the PCSO’s remit.   -  Jason responded that it is not a main duty to issue parking fines but they do sometimes work alongside the traffic wardens by looking at a specific area of local concern.
· Clive Jones (CJ) noted that there are only two traffic wardens which isn’t really sufficient for our area and that action should be taken when people are parking on the pavements for long spaces of time and causing pedestrians to walk into the roads to avoid the vehicle thus putting themselves in danger.
· PSCO Davies wished to note in relation to the parking problems in Twynyrodyn School that the area inside the gates is private land and therefore the Police have no authority to issue fixed penalty notices within these grounds.

· CJ asked how long the PSCOs work until and PSCO Davies informed that they can work till 12mid-night but they tend to work until around 10pm especially at weekends in-case they should become involved in any public order offences whilst out patrolling alone at these busy times.

5. PACT Meeting Updates

5.1 Town Ward

· Parking at Church Street, Alma St, Courtland Terrace

· Anti Social Behaviour at Pontmorlais rear car-park

Jason informed that an email has been sent to the traffic warden asking for assistance in checking the above named areas, and he will bring back any stats to the next meeting.
5.2 Park Ward 

· Increased patrols at Trystan Edwards Place & Cyfarthfa Park

This is a repeat priority from last month as residents felt there were further patrols needed in these areas.  RB also noted that a new neighbourhood watch is being established in Trystan Edwards Place.

It was noted that if residents do have a particular safety concern in their area then it can be taken to the meetings and possibly make a priority, but it is important that people voice their concerns whether that be via Communities First or directly to the community team.

CJ also asked about advertising of the PACT meetings and stated that the Police should be doing more to advertise the events and not forwarding the burden onto other organisations as this initiative was introduced and led by South Wales Police and thus there should be some provision for advertising.

The PSCOs noted that they have tried to put meetings in the local press for the last 5 months but out of those months only one was ever printed.  Further they advertise via local community notice boards but appreciated the Cllr’s comments.

It was further noted that in most other PACT areas the police are no longer leading on the meetings and it has evolved to become a more community partnership led approach where in some areas they even have a local resident sitting as chair at the meetings – so it shows that these meetings can become a good community facility.

6. Annual Monitoring Report

MP explained that as part of the CF process, each year every CF area are required by the Welsh Assembly to report back on the work undertaken in the past financial year.

It’s a requirement that the partnership review and agree to sign-off the report as a true report of works conducted.  This document would normally be signed off by the Chair person but since we have no formal partnership at present The Assembly have agreed that we can sign it off with approval from this group.

A copy of the report was issues to members present and discussed in detail.  Following the presentation it was agreed by all members present that this was a true record of works for the past year and agreed that it be sent off to the Assembly.  

7. Forward Planning
Due to extended discussions on Annual Monitoring is was agreed to post-pone further discussions around forward planning until the next meeting.
In the meantime MP distributed the forward plan on the Safety & Business sections and asked everyone to consider possible projects ready to bring along for discussion at the next meeting.
8. Development Workers Update

8.1 Clair’s Update
· Merthyr Tydfil Naturalists are working with Cae Mari Dwn (Cyfarthfa Upper High) School and have submitted and application to the CFTF to undertake environmental projects. 

· Clair noted that the reason she hasn’t been at past meetings is because she’s been attending the PACT meetings (which were previously clashing)

· Yoga classes have now been planned and classes will be on Wed in Quar Church at 10-12noon and Cae Mari Dwn School on Thurs 6.30-8.30pm are to be commencing 5th/6th June respectively.
8.2 Rhonda’s Update
· Looking to commence Healthy Eating Initiatives in conjunction with Local Health Board within the community

· Worked with Georgetown Art & Craft group to get a tutor for their sessions

· Age Concern will be holding presentations with local groups in an attempt to generate further interest in the sessions for her outreach sessions at CF office

· Working with Twyn Action Group to assist in development of a summer carnival

· Seeking to develop further ESOL lessons (English as a Second Language)

· Working with the Play Forum to develop “play in the park” sessions

· Working with Barnado’s in setting up a Big Improvement Group for young carers

· Seeking to work with Hope Church to prevent closure of church for public events
Action:  The group asked whether a member of MIND could attend a future steering group meeting to present of their work within the area.

9. AOB
9.1 Clean Up Day – 28th June

JB informed the group that following discussions with local PCSO’s and a visit to the proposed clean up site that it has now be ruled un-suitable for a clean up due to the amount of used needles and drug paraphernalia located at the site.  It would be unsuitable for a community event for these reasons.  The site will be reported to the local authority who can hopefully undertake the clean up and further sites will be identified for a Communities First clean up.  Anyone with ideas for other possible venues should contact the office asap.  In the meantime JB will liaise with Paul Kent to discuss other possibilities.

Action: Updates to be forwarded a.s.a.p.

9.2 Cyfarthfa Christ Church – Mission Week

RB has been approached by Cannon Steve Morgan at Cyfarthfa Christ Church for assistance in developing a “high profile” community clean up event as part of Mission Week as he has some volunteers coming over from the United States as part of this project.  – Anyone knowing of a possible project can contact Rhonda at the office.

9.3 Maternity Leave
MP reported that Clair will be commencing her maternity leave on 30th May and wished her luck.  MP informed that Jo-ann will be acting up into the post of development officer during Clair’s leave and that in turn the post of admin worker is currently being looked into at present and will hopefully be resolved shortly.

9.4 Thank-you to Staff
Ray Davies expressed his thanks to Clair, Rhonda and the team for all their help with the Georgetown Boys & Girls Club to date and wished Clair best wishes for the new arrival!
9.5 Promotional Project

Robert Holdaway suggested running a project through local schools/ youth clubs to raise the profile of PACT and Communities First and running a campaign through the schools to design a poster or similar – this will then encourage children to talk about it home with their parents etc.
Action: to be explored 

Date of Next Meeting

Thursday 26th June, 6.00pm @ Georgetown Boys & Girls Club
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