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Communities First Town 1 & Park 3 Steering Group

MINUTES OF MEETING
22nd January 2009, 6.00pm

JM Room, VAMT Offices, Pontmorlais, Merthyr Tydfil 

Present:

Fred Bray 


Local Resident – Town

Malcolm Browne 

Local Resident – Town  

Jason Davies 


PCSO – Park  

Dean Roberts 


PCSO – Town

Nicola Davies 


Town & Park Admin Assistant 
Hilary Edwards 

Voluntary Action Merthyr Tydfil  
Robert Holdaway 

Local Business - Town
Laurie Martin 


Integrated Childrens Centre 

June McAnoy 


Chair Person Town & Park Steering Group
Michelle Powell 

Town & Park Coordinator
Jacky Spacey 


Town & Park Development Officer 

1. Welcome 
Everyone introduced themselves. Michelle Powell introduced everyone to Jacky Spacey Development Officer for Communities First covering for Clair Houston who is on Maternity leave.
2. Apologies:
Dennis Preece 

Heartbeat 95 

Rhonda Braithwaite 

Town & Park Development Officer

Mr Everson 


Local Resident – Town 

3. Minutes of Last Meeting

The minutes were agreed as a true record of proceedings
Matters Arising

Item 4 – Rubbish on Tram Road

MP advised has contacted MTCBC but the rubbish still hasn’t been cleared. A worker at MTCBC advised that due to the rubbish being business waste it should be charged for.

This has been passed to the Environmental Health Dept and the matter is ongoing.

Item 6 – River Corridor Project 
Robert Holdaway (RH) advised group he feels we should have an input into this project.

RH walked the route to asses what input we could have to support the project and also to help make the route a safer and more user friendly.

MP and RH did a 2nd walk of the area and also invited Anthony Martin a wheelchair user, to assess how the route provided access for disabled people.

5. Green Care Outcome Bid

MP gave overview of criteria for Outcome Fund Bid and handed out information sheets for the steering group to review in their own time.  MP explained to the group that a bid had been presented by Groundwork to the Partnership Support Network (PSN) which is a monthly meeting of the Coordinators and Chairs of CF Partnerships from across the borough to see if it was a project that they would support.  The PSN felt that there was not enough detail presented and that some of the criteria of the application process were not met.  This was all put forward in a letter to Groundwork and a invite to attend local partnership board meetings.  MP asked the group if they would be interested in Groundwork attending a future meeting to give a detailed presentation of the Greencare Project.  The group all expressed an interest.
6. Laurie Martin – Children’s Information Service 

Laurie Martin (LM) introduced herself and explained to the group that the Integrated Children’s Centre (ICC) gives free information to parents and carers of children between the ages of 0 – 19 and that they provide a family information service.

LM handed out information leaflets.

LM explained that the ICC where hoping to become a one stop information shop and would like our help in distributing information on their service to groups/individuals in the community, she also advised that they have a database for vacancies in the childcare sector.

Michelle Powell (MP) advised Communities First are also establishing a one stop information shop so will link in well with this.

Malcolm Brown (MB) asked how the ICC monitors police checks on people applying for childcare jobs.

LM advised the ICC don’t deal with that side of things, it’s the individual groups responsibility. All groups have to be registered and are also linked with Social Services.

Jacky Spacey (JS) asked if training courses where still being held at the ICC.

LM advised they were and there is also information on their website.

7. South East Valleys Community Economic Development Project
The project will offer a locally focused flexible grant programme to organisations that are within the third sector. MP gave an example that Georgetown Boys & Girls Club could benefit from this project, there would be opportunities to grow if they were looking to become a social enterprise.
MP had concerns about matching staff time to what the project requires as was concerned that we may not be able to hit the targets set out in the project proposal.  For clarification MP asked Chris Long (CL) the project lead what would be the implications to CF Town and Park if we could not hit the targets and also the possibility of the match time being reduced.

CL replied advising that the targets are for the whole of the programme and that CF Town and Park was not expected to have results in all target areas and that the main focus of the project is about getting all communities involved.  CL also advised that the match time could be reduced to 5% instead of 10%.
HE advised it is a good way of getting Town & Park CF recognised and there will also be some hard economic outputs from the project.

MP advised a meeting will be held with Chris Long in February to discuss project and we can stipulate how much time we can give.

Group fully supported decision and are happy for CF to go forward.

8. PACT Update
Park Update (PCSO Jason Davies)

Parking issues at Cadlan Bethel, Georgetown – PCSOs have monitored area, traffic Wardens have been approached by residents, issue seems to lie with arguments between neighbours.

Parking issues at Llwyn Beri, Georgetown – is an ongoing issue which is being monitored.PCSOs and Councilors have been approached for time limits to be put on parking here.

Cars parked on pavement at Railway Terrace – an incident occurred where a lady fell and broke her elbow to due car being parked on the pavement and had to walk round vehicle. PCSOs advised it is illegal to park on the pavement but exceptions will be dealt with.

JS advised has real concerns about the road outside the Vets in Georgetown, asked if crossing could be put there.

PCSOs advised this not possible but will take this issue to next PACT meeting.

Town Update (PCSO Dean Roberts)

Tramroadside North – in November and December the area was very quiet.
Anti Social Behaviour at Caedraw Flats – PCSO DR advised CCTV and intercoms have been placed at the plats due to bogus callers.
Parking at Newcastle Street – 13 Fixed Penalty Notices have been issued.
Thomastown and Synagogue is being patrolled due to anti social behaviour, but has been very quite recently.
Over the Christmas period 18 Anti Social behaviour orders where issued. 4 against one person.

Under age drinking at Church Street Stores – Local residents have reported this issue, the area is being patrolled.

MacDonald’s in the Town Centre has changed their closing time from 9pm to 8pm due to youth annoyance.

NHW meeting was attended.
Workers Updates
Nicola Davies read update on behalf of Rhonda Braithwaite.

Jerusalem Pentecostal Church is now receiving support to go forward as a constituted group.

PACCE has amended a constitution from CF. They’ve included the aims and objectives of the group enabling the group to become constituted.

A meeting was held between Kay Maybank the Walk Coordinator, Kim from Sure Start, June McAnoy from the ICC, Diane Gibbons from the LHB, the three walk leaders Shelagh, Malcolm and Nicola and CF to discuss “Prams in the Park”.  A risk assessment was carried out today and hopefully the project will start in the spring. 

Diabetes Peer Support will be holding bi monthly meetings and monthly drop in’s. The drop ins will be on a three month trial.  We’re going to work with the Assertive Outreach Team at St Tydfil’s.  There is a 2 wk x 2 hr free Self Management Programme for both types of diabetes to provide information on the services, consequences and support.  Morpheous has been contacted regarding a social enterprise, Claire Morris from the LA to discuss, promote and support diabetes, Liz from Zoar chapel regarding diabetes information for welsh speakers and finally Sonia Lloyd-Williams regarding carers. 

Market Square Church has a constituted group called “Croeso”.  They will be opening a bank account and applying for funding to update their kitchen to deliver Luncheon Clubs and cooking courses.

The Migrant Workers Action Group will be having a meeting on Monday 26th January in “The Tapas Bar”.  In future meetings the group will look at the history of Merthyr and surrounding towns, Cross cultural events/activities, migrant learning etc 

Ty Gwyn Newydd is looking at being constituted.  They have two names for the constitution and are looking for the third.  

Georgetown Tenants and Residents Association and Georgetown Art and Craft group were successful in obtaining funding from VAMT Capacity Building Grants.
St Margaret’s Church is forming a constituted group to provide a Community venue and activities.  A funding application is being processed at the present moment for repairs to the building. 

VIM/Merthyr Eyelights are looking for funding for adaptors for their CD players.  The CD players were purchased from funding from CF.  Some members of the group are unable to visit The Cardiff Institute for the blind to purchase gadgets and would welcome outreach purchasing in Merthyr.  CF‘s contacted MTIB to utilise one of there rooms on a quarterly basis and CIB would be in agreement to do outreach. We need to explain everything in an email and CIB will approach Social Services for funding.  VIM and Merthyr Eyelights along with community members who have impaired hearing would like a sensory room at the old Remploy building.  The cost to equip/resource will be approximately £7,000

An Aqua Fit group who meet at Rhydycar held a meeting on Tuesday 20th January to discuss becoming constituted.

CF attended a meeting with Merthyr People First.  The group meets in Cefn Community Centre and is mainly attended by people from Town and Park.  The group was originally linked with a similar group in Caerphilly but they experienced difficulties with the funding aspect. Cooking courses are carried out in Dowlais, Trax and computer courses in MTIB.

A meeting with a resident from Alexander Rd took place to discuss a NHW 

A former Chair of Sunnybank NHW would like to see Sunnybank watch active again.  

A resident in Caedraw wanted CF to make enquiries to establish any interest in setting up a NHW there.  Flyers will be delivered to all these areas.

Mountain Hare are interested in taking a NHW forward depending on the interest of residents in the area.

Rose and Crown has signed up to a “Pub Watch” and Sally from Merthyr NHW is making enquiries to find what’s happening to pub watch in the borough.  Police now have database of all watches and will actively contact coordinators. The Superintendent will be writing to them all.
Schools officers are now actively signing schools up for the NHW ringmaster.
The PACT meeting wasn’t attended on December 5th at Brecon Road Infants School.  

The PACT meeting wasn’t attended by CF in December or January at Brecon Road Infants due to the uncertainty of the venue.

The next PACT meeting will be on the 5th February 09 in Brecon Road Infants

Update – Jacky Spacey
Poor response to Community Learning questionnaires.  We are going to knock on doors to get them completed and collate the information as cut off date 9.2.2009.
Merthyr Tydfil HS Pigeon Club as they were unsuccessful with the VAMT Capacity Building Scheme we have now submitted an application to Awards for All.

Rock Church we are looking to apply for funding for 4 /6 young ladies to attend a conference in Royal Albert Hall for 2 days.  They are also looking for funding to take their students to Los Angeles 2010 on a type of exchange trip where they visit New Mexico and help build new houses for the people there.

They also wish to take advantage of the Free CRB Check.

Connections with 2 playgroups waiting for Homestart to come back to me will speak to Brian Lewis as ladies who work in the playgroup very enthusiastic about have parenting classes.

Georgetown Boys & Girls Club – We’ve met up with Groundwork and reviewed the Baseline Greenplan application.  Our action plan is to get recycling bins, hold a workshop to give staff and users an overview of Green plan. We are looking to the Merthyr Development Fund about Disabled Toilets and Access, Roofing & Cavity Wall insulation.  We are drafting an Environmental Policy and helping with Newsletter.  Contacting Probation Service and Tidy Towns to clear area outside club and hopefully set up a Gardening Project with RB.
Hong Kong Alley Project - We have had 4 Design workshops the last one today. We will be starting the painting during the half term 16.2.09 4 days before mounting on alley walls.

Easter Fun Day   
Planned for 9.4.2009 Georgetown B & G Club 11am – 3pm we are looking at Easter Bunny photos, bonnet making, egg painting, play area (bouncy castle), cooking classes (pizzas), massage etc.
No Smoking Day ND and JS will be setting up no smoking classes from the no smoking day launch.
Update Michelle Powell
Gymanfa Ganu
Pictures of the Gamanfa Ganu Lantern Parade and Banners designed by 5 local junior

schools where issued for group to view.

MP advised excellent turnout to the Gamanfa Ganu, over 300 people.

MP gave a big thank you to Carwyn Edwards for his photography at the event.

North Merthyr Greenplan 

MP informed the group that CF has been working with Groundwork and Georgetown Boys and Girls Club on the North Merthyr Green Plan.  The project is about assessing how environmentally friendly a building is.  A baseline of all information has been drafted and an Action Plan for the building is now being created. Once such project suggested for the Club is the setting up of a small gardening project within the grounds.

Merthyr Tydfil LGB Group

Merthyr Tydfil LGB Group (Lesbian, Gay and Bisexual Group) have been successful with funding from the Town and Park, Dowlais and Trefechan Equality and Diversity Fund Allocation. The development of the project is underway – updates will be given shortly.

Global Village Event
CF have been approached and asked for £500 towards this event from the Equality and Diversity Fund but no instruction for involvement.

MP currently sits on the Global Village Task and Finish Group and explained that an idea derived from that group was a project on a ‘Carnival Theme’, Earth, Fire, Air and Water, where CF will engage local Communities in making costumes and a parade will be held at start of the Global Village Event. Will promote CF and give real purpose to money issued to the event.
All agreed are happy to push on this project.
10. AOB
MP handed a copy of a letter from MTCBC for all to view advising that a consultation has been done and the site allocations can be viewed at The Central Library, Dowlais Library, Treharris Library and the MTCBC website.

MB said a big thank you to ND for all her hardwork and minute taking.

HE asked if questionnaires could be filled out regarding information on Community Groups.

MP issued a list of potential projects that CF could take forward as a group, giving emphasis to the fact that we need to be a constituted group in order to do so.

MP advised Working Group meeting to be held at Tabernacle Chapel on 28th January 2009 from 6pm – 8pm.

MB advised letter should be sent to all groups asking them to nominate someone from their group.

NEXT MEETING TO BE HELD: WEDNESDAY 25TH FEBRUARY AT HOPE AND MARKET SQUARE CHURCH, 6PM – 8PM

