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Communities First Town 1 & Park 3 Steering Group

MINUTES OF SPECIAL MEETING
14th August 2008, 5.30pm

VAMT offices, Pontmorlais

Present:

Nicola Davies 


Communities First Admin Assistant

Robert Holdaway 

Merthyr Tydfil Newsagent 

June Mcanoy 


Chair Person Town & Park Steering Group 

John Meredith 

Local Business – Town Ward 

Michelle Powell 

Town & Park Communities First Co-ordinator 
Sam Turner 


VAMT Support Worker 

Apologies:

Raymond Davies 

Georgetown Boys & Girls Club

1. Welcome

June Mcanoy welcomed and thanked everyone for attending.

2. Apologies Received

As above 

3. Core Application
Michelle Powell (MP) opened the meeting by explaining to everyone how the Welsh Assembly Governments overall aims section of the Core Application for funding 2009/12 is set out and how Town and Park Communities First’s work as identified by the community fits into this framework.
John Meredith (JM) asked if a constitution had been set up as the Welsh Assembly won’t be happy if we haven’t got one.

MP and Sam Turner (ST) both advised that there doesn’t have to be one in place at this point in time. The Welsh Assembly has given specific guidelines which have to be followed.
Guidelines are available for all to see.

JM commented on low turnout of meeting.

MP advised that the low turnout was potentially due to it being a Special meeting at short notice.
MP advised group that we would be inserting a Community Learning Questionnaire in our November Newsletter with a competition for incentive for people to fill it in and send back.

With this information we can progress towards developing our Community Learning Plan.

MP advised we are in the process of putting together sources of information where people can drop into the office and pick up leaflets on information they require, basically creating a ‘One Stop Shop’ for information.
JM advised we are duplicating what VAMT currently do.

JM was advised that Communities First will have organized leaflets categorized into the CF Vision framework, and that no duplication was envisaged, however MP stated that she would clarify this with Ian Davy of VAMT.
JM was unhappy that there was nothing mentioned in the Core Application regarding senior citizens.
JM also expressed that he was unhappy that as the Age Concern drop in clinic is held in Town+ Park Communities First but is not advertised in the local column of the Merthyr Express as being for Town and Park residents and feels that only Town and Park residents should be allowed access to this service.
MP advised that there is scope within the Core Application to work with Senior Citizens and that the basis of the application was set from the priorities given by the community and our Steering Group.  She also felt it was unfair to turn people away from the Age Concern clinic if they weren’t from Town or Park.

MP asked if the group agreed with the contents of the Core Application to be submitted to WAG; the majority agreed.

4. AOB 

MP advised that the bushes at Pontmorlais car park have now been cut back, this was as a result of Jo–ann Banner taking it to the PACT meeting, and with partnership working the matter was resolved.
Robert Holdaway (RH) advised he is extremely pleased with the results coming from PACT meetings, there are a number of ongoing issues but on the whole it’s very successful. He advised that he was disappointed with the new councillor’s attendance.

JM disagreed and advised we should be bypassing PACT meetings and going straight to the police.
Date of next meeting which is to be of the standard Steering Group will take place on Thursday 25th September 2008, at Georgetown Boys and Girls Club 6pm onwards.

