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Communities First Town 1 & Park 3 Steering Group
MINUTES OF MEETING
7th February 2008, 6.00pm
John Meredith Room - Voluntary Action Merthyr Tydfil


Present:

Jo-ann Banner
Communities First Admin Assistant

Richard Beasley
Groundwork Merthyr & RCT

Fred Bray


Local Resident, Town Ward 
Pamela Bray


Local Resident, Town Ward 
David Brill


High Street Baptist Church

Malcolm Browne

Local Resident, Town Ward
John Davies


St David’s Church/ Local Resident Park Ward
Ray Davies


Georgetown Boys & Girls Club 

Anne Denton


Local Resident, Town Ward 

Hilary Edwards

Voluntary Action Merthyr Tydfil

Jill Griffiths


Local Resident, Town Ward

Colin Higgins


Merthyr Tydfil Housing Association, ASB Officer
Robert Holdaway

Merthyr Tydfil Newsagent

Clair Houston
Communities First Development Officer
Dave Lewis
Groundwork Merthyr & RCT

Janet Palmer
Local Resident, Town Ward

Viv Pugh
Local Resident, Town Ward 

Anitta Richards
Local Resident, Town Ward

Avril Spacey
Local Resident, Park Ward

Karl Toy
Local Resident, Town Ward

Sarah Williams     

Play Forum
Win Williams


Local Resident, Town Ward
Apologies:

Rhonda Braithwaite

Town & Park Development Worker 

Julian Burns


Merthyr Tydfil Angling Association
David Davies


Heartbeat 95, Chairperson
Gary Davies


Merthyr Tydfil Angling Association

Jason Davies

Police Community Support Officer
Margaret Davies

Arthritis Care, Treasurer

Matthew Jones

St David’s Church, Warden

Val Lloyd


Local Residents – Park Ward 

Anthony Martin

Local Resident – Park Ward

Cllr Steve Morgan

Local Councillor – Park Ward 

Joy Powell


Local Resident – Park Ward
Teresa Price


Local Resident, Town Ward

Katrina Williams

Women’s Aid Merthyr Tydfil
1. Welcome
Sam Turner agreed to Chair the meeting and a brief round of introductions took place.
2. Minutes of Last Meeting

Minutes were approved as a true and accurate record of proceedings with no amendments.
3. Matters Arising From Minutes

There were no matters arising.

4. Heart of Merthyr Study Presentation by Dave Lewis and Richard Beasley – Groundwork

Merthyr Tydfil County Borough Council commissioned a study (prior to the commencement of Town and Park Communities First) to consult with local residents to identify community priorities and needs, Groundwork were then requested to produce a report on the study – “The Heart of Merthyr Study”

The consultation was undertaken using a participatory appraisal, using numerous techniques not only to consult with residents but also to feed info back into the community.  Following a thorough consultation period the evidence was gathered and prioritised into ranking order of priorities under the five Communities First themes (Health, Education, Environment, Safety & Business) showing the needs of the community.  These results have now been published and are available for consultation.  CF office hold copies of the information which are available upon request (due to the size of document we will be unable to print a copy for all individuals).

This consultation will contribute towards the consultation undertaken by Town and Park and will aid the development of a community action plan based on local need to be taken forward by the steering group both in the short and long term. 
5. Communities Next Presentation by John Duff

John Duff (JD) from the Communities First Support Network (CFSN) who are an organisation funded via the Welsh Assembly Government to work alongside the Communities First programme throughout Wales to assist local partnerships by offering advice, support and training to both its staff and its partnership members.  
He explained that CF Town and Park is the 143rd area to be included into the funding programme and explained how each area goes about attracting funding from the Welsh Assembly.  He further explained that the current funding streams will be coming to a conclusion and the Assembly will be looking at a new line of funding named – “Communities Next” which is currently under consultation.  This does not mean that certain areas will ‘disappear’ but that projects will have to be more focused and targeted on issues such as child poverty, income generation and increased economic activity.
JD went onto explain how CF is aimed at creating and developing cross sector links and encourage organisations and agencies to pool resources for the maximum benefit of the community by working in partnership.

Copies of the consultation document are available on request from CF office but again documents are too large to print for everyone.

6. Communities First Town and Park - Officers Update

Clair Houston (CH) explained that earlier this week the staff team developed a work plan that will focus works over the coming months within the office under set themes – CH briefly updated on the main points of the document and explained that it is a working document which will change week on week.

The main points of note were:

· Marketing & Promotion of the CF scheme

· Continue to produce quarterly newsletters

· Continue to promote & support the Communities First Trust Fund

· Developed a community art class and now helped the group to become constituted

· Support Rhydycar Tennis Club to develop a community tennis class

· Seeking to develop a community Cinema Club

· Commenced talks with Twynyrodyn Community School to seek to utilise the school for more community activities
· Working to further develop the community focused schools scheme

· Developing a list of community venues and activities

· Continue to work in partnership with PACT

· Working in partnership with the Town Centre Partnership

· Continuous development of the steering group
7. Future Meeting Locations

CH put to the group that to aid development of the steering group at this initial stage that meeting locations vary month on month throughout both wards to ensure maximum promotion of the group and to encourage and promote membership.  This was agreed as a practical idea and was agreed by members.  Action: Meeting locations to alternate each month commencing in Twynyrodyn Community School in March.

8. A.O.B.

There were no any other business items.

9. Date of Next Meeting

Thursday 6th March at Twynyrodyn Community School, 6pm – Venue to be confirmed via agenda prior to the meeting.
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