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Welcome/Introductions

The meeting opened with a welcome to guest speakers and a round of
introductions followed.

Prior to the commencement of the meeting the Chair congratulated both
Crossroads, Caring for Carers, and Cancer Aid on their success via the
People’s Millions programme.

Apologies

Clir Jeff Edwards, lan Davy, Sue Cousins, Kaye Emberlin, Jason Tynan,
Sam Clarke, Steve Woods, Geraint Price, Marcelle Mackay, Craig
Thomas, Rebecca Woolley, Lynda Coombes, Nia Davies, Leanne
Hawker, John Meredith, Olive Bedford, Rachel Roberts, Philip Walker.

Minutes of the Meeting held on 5" March 2009

The minutes of the meeting held on 5™ March 2009 were accepted as an
accurate record. Proposed by DR and seconded by MW.

Matters Arising

(7.13 refers) SR encouraged people to respond to the WAG Consultation
on the future of the CHCs in Wales. SR also confirmed that the local CHC
has agreed to share their consultation response with the Forum as it
becomes available.

Local Health Board Update

JL gave an update on LHB activity including:

Confirmation that Dr Chris Jones has been appointed as Chair of the LHB.
Primary care developments.

Condom Card Scheme

The recently implemented MEND programme.

Full information can be found in Appendix A.
WCVA Engagement Gateway Project and Local Support

The Chair welcomed Carol Evans, Engagement Gateway Liaison Officer
to the Forum.



7.1

7.2

7.3

CE gave an introduction and overview to the Engagement Gateway
Project, which is being led by WCVA and which is looking for innovative
projects which will bring people closer to the labour market. Confirmation
of how people can become involved in the process was given, with
additional information of the support available by CE. A copy of the full
presentation is featured as Appendix B.

A range of questions were generated by the Forum, which were agreed to
be captured to form the basis of a Frequently Asked Questions sheet,
which could be used to assist others in finding out information about the
project.

Substance Misuse — A Strategic Overview

The Chair welcomed guest speakers: Shari Smith, Lehane Ryland and
Ann O’Connell to the Forum.

SS gave an overview of the main strategic drivers associated with
substance misuse, and confirmed the local structure, featuring the
Substance Misuse Action Team (SMAT) vision and how this carries
through National strategy and a local implementation plan. Appendix C
refers.

LR gave a detailed presentation on the role of the Community Drug and
Alcohol Team (CDAT) within the Trust's Mental Health Directorate, and
the range of services that the Team provides. Appendix D refers.

AO’'C gave specific information on the role of Drugaid locally, and the
provision of its services. The Forum were also able to view the recently
launched new website for Drugaid (www.drugaidcymru.com) which
incorporates a 24/7 response to questions posed by users of the site.
AO'C confirmed that as from 1% July Drugaid will be moving to the first
floor of Oldway House. Appendix E refers.

Homes for Life

Joy Garfitt was welcomed to the Forum. JG gave a detailed presentation
on the Homes for Life Strategy, and information on the review of the
Authority’s directly managed accommodation in the Borough. JG advised
the Forum that responses to the Consultation would be collated and then
presented to Council. A copy of the presentation is found as Appendix F.

A copy of the Consultation Response made on behalf of The Forum is
featured as Appendix G.



Date of Next Meeting
Wednesday 10" April 2009. 10:00am -12:00 Noon

Voluntary Action Centre, Merthyr Tydfil

The meeting will feature the strategic priority of “Healthy Lifestyle”.



