Voluntary Action Merthyr Tydfil (VAMT) Press Release


Volunteers celebrated at VAMT Volunteer Awards 2010

Voluntary Action Merthyr Tydfil celebrated the dedication and energy of volunteers throughout the borough by holding an event in recognition of their valuable contribution at the Penydarren Social Club on June 24th.

The Outstanding Volunteering Achievement Awards was hosted by Paul Black and Karen Brown. Paul and Juan Lozano provided entertainment for the evening.

Guest speaker for the prestigious event was Huw Lewis AM, Deputy Minister for Children. He commented:
“Many people give freely of their time each and every day to serve their community and benefit the lives of others. VAMT's Outstanding Volunteering Achievement Awards is our chance to pay tribute to the altruistic acts of other”

“As the local Assembly Member I am deeply proud that so many people choose to volunteer in so many different areas of our community.  I offer my heartfelt congratulations, not just to this year’s winners but to every person who gives of their time to serve others.”
Amongst the presenters of the awards were Deputy Lord Lieutenant Mostyn James, the Mayor of Merthyr Tydfil Councillor Clive Tovey, Dai Havard MP and Merthyr rugby legend Robert Sidoli.
VAMT would like to thank everyone involved in the event for making it such a success, with particular thanks to their supporters Tydfil Training, Job Match, Communities First, MTCBC, Bridges Into Work, Shaw Trust, PDS Financial Services, the Welsh Language Board, Suzanne’s Florists and Penydarren Social Club.
The 2010 winners are:

Adult Learner: Dean Price (Aberfan and Merthyr Vale Youth Community Project AMVYPC)

Young Learner: Jordanna Parry (Forsythia Youth Club)

Volunteering into Employment: Ashley Evans (Forsythia Youth Club)

Adult Carer: Margaret Thomas

Young Carer: Leah Jones

Welsh Award: Gari Bevan (Cymdeithas Gymraeg Beddllwynog)
Group: Merthyr Tydfil Credit Union

Adult Award: Janice O’ Leary (Gellideg Foundation), Colin Saunders (AMVYPC) and Brenda Baylis (Dowlais Forum)

Young Person Award: Leon Dudley (Forsythia Youth Club)

Trustee: Paula Vaughan (Gellideg Foundation)

Nicola Park Award (Outstanding Achievement 2010): Ashley Evans 
Queens Awards for Voluntary Service: 3Gs Arts and Media Group

The WCVA (Welsh Council for Voluntary Action) has given highly commended certificates to: Brenda Baylis (Dowlais Forum), Gillian Davies (Merthyr Tydfil Contact Centre) and Cooking for Pleasure Group – Dowlais Forum.

Photographs from the evening were provided by Victoria Studios, Aberdare.

Photographs from the evening were provided by Victoria Studios, Aberdare.
Have you ever thought about volunteering?

If you would like information and advice about volunteering you can ring Karen Foley or Frances Barry, VAMT Volunteer Officers on 01685 353900 to find out more.
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Voluntary Action Merthyr Tydfil (VAMT) aims to support voluntary and community activity in the County Borough of Merthyr Tydfil by helping new projects, bringing groups together in forums and networks, producing regular newsletters, providing training and practical help. VAMT offers information and advice on funding, legal matters, volunteering, marketing, ICT and how your group can work effectively.
