MERTHYR TYDFIL CARERS STRATEGY NETWORK

TERMS OF REFERENCE

1 
Purpose

The Carers Strategy Network will provide leadership and direction for the planning and further development of Carers Services and support within Merthyr Tydfil. The Carers Strategy Network will also provide a forum for developing a partnership between carers, voluntary and statutory organisations. 

2 Objectives

1. To enhance the voice of carers and carers organisations in the planning of services.

2. To identify deficiencies in provision of services for carers.

3. To develop new and existing services for carers.

4. To provide an information resources base for carers and professionals.

5. To ensure appropriate use of funding allocated for carers services.

6. To monitor the carers strategy and review and update it when necessary.

7. To inform and influence the strategic planning for a children, young people and adult services.

8. To support carers representatives on planning bodies, Local Health Board or other appropriate bodies

9. To inform the Health, Social & Well-Being agenda through ensuring communication with all the agreed Planning Frameworks.

3
Membership of the Network
The Network membership shall be open to carers groups, voluntary organisations and statutory organisations who indicate an interest in carers issues.  The remit of the Network applies to unpaid carers of all ages and client groups.

4
Chairperson / Vice-Chair
The Chair of the network shall be an officer of VAMT.  The Vice-Chair shall be sought from the membership of the Network at the appropriate meeting.  The term of office shall be two years.

5
Secretariat
The secretary of the Network shall be a staff member of Voluntary Action Merthyr Tydfil. VAMT will be responsible for taking minutes of the meetings, giving notice of the meetings to the membership of the Network. The agenda of the meeting shall be agreed with the Chair in advance. 

6
Frequency Of Meetings

The Network shall meet on no less than four occasions per year. 

7
Working Groups
The Network shall appoint working groups as and when necessary. The deliberations of working groups must be reported to full Network meetings.

8
Review And Evaluation 
The Network shall review the terms of reference of the Network and evaluate the success or otherwise of the Network at least every two years.

