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1. Welcome/Introductions/Apologies
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting, and led a round of introductions.    
Apologies were received from Ian Davy, Jason Tynan, Paul Beckerton, Ceri Thomas and Jan Richards.

2. Minutes of the Meeting held on 10th February 2010 and matters arising
The Minutes of the meeting held on 10th February 2010 were accepted as an accurate record, following proposal by CH and seconded by RJ.
2.1
(2.1 refers)  SR confirmed that the HAVGHAP consultation period had now ended, and information was being collated by the Health Board.
2.2
(3.1 refers)  SR advised on “An Audience With … Cwm Taf Health Board” event which is planned for Friday 7th May 2010 at the Abercwmboi Rugby Club.  Places are still available.

2.3
(3.2 refers)  The recent Merthyr Forum meeting had been cancelled.  The rescheduled date is not yet known.

2.4
(3.4 refers) SR confirmed that VAMT had recently led on the formal appointments process for securing three Third Sector representatives for the Cwm Taf Community Health Council, Merthyr Area Committee.  WAG has not yet confirmed these appointments.

2.5
(5 refers)  SR confirmed that following the recent workshop event, a range of third sector service information had been collected to inform the development of a Framework of Services for Older People.  The information was shared with MTCBC and was submitted as part of an overall package for Merthyr Tydfil.  TB queried whether information Cancer Aid had submitted directly to MTCBC had been included?
Action : SR
3. Cwm Taf LHB Third Sector Nom Update

3.1
JL provided a briefing paper (Appendix A) for members of the forum, based on recent Health Board Activity, and indicated that the new “Setting the Direction” Strategy for Primary Care and Community Services would present opportunities for the sector in terms of partnership working. 
3.2
MW raised concern about discharge procedures and commented on three cases of delay.  In response JL recommended contact with the Community Health Council Advocacy Service.  JK also stated that a review of the discharge process is currently underway and offered to make links for MW.
3.3
JL also announced that a review of the complaints procedure within Cwm Taf Health Board is underway.

4. Local Service Board / Community Strategy Update
Apologies were noted from Ceri Thomas, and a briefing paper is attached as Appendix B.
5. Public Health Wales
Unfortunately due to illness this agenda item is deferred.

6. Workboost
Ralph Harris was welcomed to the meeting to present on Workboost.  RH proceeded to inform the forum that the Corporate Health Standard is a mark of quality in the workplace.  Workboost supports businesses with up to 50 employees to achieve the awards which are at three levels; bronze, silver and gold.  A copy of the presentation is attached as Appendix C.
7. 3:2:3 Project
Pam Lucas, 3:2:3 Officer was welcomed to the meeting to give an introduction to the project which supports voluntary organizations to increase their income through non-grant funded sources.  Support is also available for existing contacts in terms of capacity building.  Members are invited to contact Pam directly to explore joint working, and more information about the project is attached as Appendix D.
8. Update from Health & Social Care Facilitator
Update covered under item 2 and 9.3.

9.
Information Share
9.1
AL confirmed that the Care & Repair Handyman/Gardening Service will continue, and that they had recently conducted lots of visits re the digital switchover.
9.2 LS gave an update on activity at Trefechan including:  a safety event held in conjunction with the local school; the Wednesday Health Group have secured a grant to purchase a Nintendo Wii; a walking group has been formed; belly dancing activity at the Global Village event; a Wii fit session to be held during Adult Learner’s Week and a new website which has been developed to share information – visit: 

www.communitiesfirsttrefechan.blogspot.com 
9.3 JK confirmed that the 2009-2010 action plans for the current Health, Social Care & Wellbeing Strategy are complete.  Draft guidance has been issued for developing the next strategy, and this will be a five year document.  Formal consultation will be held on the next document, and this is anticipated around autumn 2010.
9.4 JK also confirmed that two standing conferences had recently been held – one in respect of the strategies for Health, Social Care & Wellbeing/Children & Young People/Community Safety, and the second around Worklessness.  Both events were well attended and it is planned that future events will be organised for members of the public.

9.5 RJ invited forum members to a Homelessness and Housing event being held on 16th June at the Orbit Business Centre.  Also, on 19th May at the 3Gs offices there is an update meeting on the Moneyguide Post which is being piloted across Merthyr Tydfil and Blaenau Gwent and is being hosted initially by the FSA.  
9.6 MW confirmed that Stay Young at Heart have secured 15 weeks funding to continue the luncheon club.

9.7 JL advised that from 1st April 2010 Alzheimer’s Societies were restructured on a UK-wide basis to form localities co-terminous with Health Board areas.  Helen Abberley has been appointed Locality Manager for the Cwm Taf Alzheimer’s Society.

9.8 JMcD confirmed that the next MEND programme which focuses on 7-13 year olds, will be held at Aberfan, and some places are still available.

9.9 NL informed the forum that Merthyr Valleys Homes have just awarded contracts for property upgrades.  A show van will be used to demonstrate the upgrades available to the public.  Merthyr Valleys Homes also provide an “In the Know” newsletter to all tenants and Communities First co-ordinators.

9.10 CH gave an update on 3Gs area, including:  3Gs now registered as a swim-school, where swimming passports are issued to children 5 years and above, to chart their swimming progress;  The 3Gs and Aberfan First Responders have merged and are now known as Merthyr First Responders – with seven new responders being trained recently.  3Gs offer a daily calendar of events, and provide a quarterly newsletter to each household in the area.  
9.11 CH also advised on a new Community Swap Shop initiative which they have developed in conjunction with Hafal, and operate from four local schools.  Based on the 1970’s TV programme, items of household goods can be swapped.

9.12 AR confirmed that Credit Union accounts can be opened by anyone living, working or studying in Merthyr Tydfil.  They are currently working with the Co-op to provide opportunity for price-matching on the purchase of white goods.

9.13 EL confirmed that the Osteoporosis Support Group had recently held its second AGM.  EL confirmed that the Group is now being approached by staff at Prince Charles Hospital with respect to follow-on advice.  Future priorities of the group include exploring opportunities of working with schools.  Drop-in clinic is held in Town & Park CF offices every two weeks.

9.14 AL gave a reminder that the nominations process for the VAMT Volunteering Awards is underway, and the Volunteer Event will be held on 24th June.
10.
Any Other Business

There being no further business, the meeting closed.

11.
Date of Next Meeting

Wednesday 9th June 2010  10:00am -12:00 Noon
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