



VOLUNTARY ACTION MERTHYR TYDFIL

CHILDREN’S AND YOUNG PEOPLE’S VOLUNTARY ORGANISATIONS FORUM [CYPVOF]

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 23 JULY 2009
at the

VOLUNTARY ACTION CENTRE

Attendees    Alison Harris 


VAMT



Brian Lewis (Chair)

Homestart



Carole Casey

Merthyr Children’s Contact Centre



Camilla Lovelace

M.T Play Forum



Teresa Rees


MTCBC



Geraldine Maddison

3G’s Development Trust



Keith Howells

SNAP



Zoe Priddy 


Communities First



Mandy Perriman

Rathbone Cymru



Teresa Rees


MTCBC



Ann Angel


Mudiad Ysgolion Meithrin



Liam Smale


Forsythia Youth Centre



Chris Berry   


Forsythia Youth Centre


Daniel Owens

Forsythia Youth Centre


Jordan Jones

Forsythia Youth Centre



Melissa Abdul

Forsythia Youth Centre



Geraldine Maddison

Forsythia Youth Centre



Stephanie Owens

Forsythia Youth Centre



Christian Quinlan

Forsythia Youth Centre



Ashley 


Forsythia Youth Centre



Sharon Richards

VAMT



Lee Phillips 


FSA



Jessica Evans

Trinity



Tania Stephens

Trinity Day Care Centre



Carol Smith


Community First Aberfan



Jo Sullivan


MT Public Health Team



Kaye Watkins

Tros Gynnal



Kelly Lewington 

Time Bank



Laura Hurley


Time Bank



Sue Williams 

AMVYCP



Maria Roberts 

CF Treharris



Craig Thomas

CPCKCN

Apologies  Jill Kitto
,  Meinir Williams,  Paula Houston,  Alison Chaplin,  Ken Long  Rachel Roberts  Wayne Morgan   Phillip Walker  Sylvia Hallinan  Paula Wood   Sharon Northall
	Welcome
	The Chair welcomed the young people of the Forsythia Youth Project and members to the meeting a round of introductions ensued.

	Minutes
	The minutes of the last meeting were agreed as accurate

	Matters Arising
	There were no matters arising from the last meeting.

	Presentation
Presentation
Presentation


	Money Management for Children Young People and Families – Lee Phillips - Financial Services Authority.
Lee introduced herself and gave a demonstration and advice on how to access the FSA website facilities for advice on money matters.
The Parents Guide to Money includes lots of information, including the cost of bringing up a child, how to budget when you have a child, it is available in a hard copy or online.  Copies are routinely given to pregnant mothers and new parents. 

Supplies are available through local Children Centres – hard copies are available in Welsh.
Two boxes have been ordered for CYPVOF members who expressed an interest in receiving copies
A new FSA service called Money Made Clear will be coming to Wales, it will be delivered by trained operators and is designed to answer primary questions such as - What is an Isa?   What is a pension? How do I save etc? 
The website will hold a section on budget calculation – moving in together, Dealing with debt.  The service can be accessed by ringing the free number 0300 500 5000will be coming to Wales.  This service 
Forsythia Youth Project (DVD) 

A DVD made by the Forsythia Youth Project Youth Forum members about their summer activities programme was shown as a presentation.  
Members commented on the skills and motivation shown by the young people in their involvement in the programme and the making of the DVD. 
The mechanism for developing the summer program starts with participation and consultation on a range of activities that could be included.  The young people are actively involved in seeking out learning opportunities and have requested activities such as First Aid, Healthy Eating and food preparation CPR training etc. 
The programme ends with three day residential course.
FYP Forum members answered questions put forward and talked their involvement in :-

· Football tournaments arranged by the Police

· Multicultural Event
· Workshops with Funky Dragon

· WAG Consultation events for young people

· Visit to the centre from Keith Towler and Lucy Smith.
The Spark Project – Laura Hurley & Kelly Lewington
Laura and Kelly introduced themselves and explained that TimeBank is a National Volunteering Project.  
The Spark is a new project sponsored by TMobile and has been piloted with the Pallion Action Group – a community group in Sunderland.  The pilot group chose climate change as their theme and chose to develop  a family fun day with a fashion show modelling the clothes they had designed from re-cycled and environmentally friendly materials .
The basis for the project was to plan and design an application for mobile phone technology around local issues. Ten young people were recruited onto a 12 week programme which started with: 
· An introduction and design ideas for a mobile phone application.
· A skills week which included film training, idea training etc 
working with young people and their support workers.  
· The project then developed an enterprise model which provided opportunity for volunteers to shadow a worker.
TimeBank are looking to replicate the project in Wales and have identified Merthyr Tydfil as an ideal location.  
The Spark project will seek to recruit 10 young people who will embark on the programme and maintain links with the Sunderland group through the online support from Junction 49 and Spark which are two websites Spark – which acts as a Blog; and Junction 29 which is similar to Facebook in that all participants are encouraged to create their own page and exchange comments. The site is managed and monitored to ensure safe and appropriate use. 
You can find out more about the project by visiting the website www.thespark.t-mobile.co.uk.
Election/Selection of Chair Vice Chair and Representatives  
Information on representation to each group.

(Action AH to Arrange
Information Share – All
Tania  Evans – Stop It Now training course organised through a previous CYPVOF meeting and developed as a Pilot in Merthyr has been run very successfully on a multi agency basis for 17 professionals which included Youth Workers, Health Visitors, Housing, Communities First etc. excellent feedback was received, the next stage is to develop and deliver a programme which will have a different perspective, for parents.  Carol Smith C1st Aberfan reported that she was hoping to cascade the programme to other staff and volunteers.
Family Support Strategic Group Tania reported that the first meeting of the new structured group had been held.  Its first task was to look at the priorities and clarify its action plan. 

The group agreed that it should remain a core group with few new members and that the original Family Support Partnership would become a wider forum which would meet bi-annually for conference type events where workshops and consultation with members will take place. 
Trininty Day Care Centre has been successful in raising sufficient funding to run a summer programme.
Craig Thomas - Clybiau Plant Cymru have been successful in securing funding from Community Focussed Schools and the Small Grants Fund for after school clubs.
Jo Sullivan – Local Public Health Team. Jo spoke about the work she does in schools and the community and extended a welcome for CYPVOF members contact her to make arrangements to visit the resource centre at the Triangle Business Park and to use the resources with their groups.  NPHS also deliver Ash training to Youth Workers and can offer information to groups about Swine Flu.
Camilla Lovelace – reminded everyone that Play Day would be taking place on 5th August at Cyfarthfa Castle.

Zoe Priddy – Acting Communities First Programme Officer at present  - unsure whether she will replace Ken Long at CYPVOF meetings in the longer term. 
Brian Lewis – Homestart the service in Merthyr has now closed fortunately all former employees have secured new jobs.  

Brian spoke about the Financial Inclusion forum of which he has recently been made Vice Chair.

Mandy Perry  - Rathbone have been supporting and working with 3G’s / Forsythia and the YOT.  They have been successful in gaining a contract with Greenforce to set up panels and increase the diversity of their membership.
Teresa Rees -  Integrated Children’s Centre family fun day will be held on 14th August at 11am,  electronic posters will be sent out to members to publicise.
Ann Angel - Mudiad Ysgolion Meithrun Ann is the new Development Officer in the Merthyr Area this is her first CYPVOF meeting.
Kaye Watkins – Acting Programme Manager for Tros Gynnal
Explained that they still have the contract to deliver Advocacy but the Participation has now been taken up by SMT.  During the crossover Tros Gynnal had supported young people to continue involvement in Funky Dragon.  Working with Save the Children to develop participation with young people in Bedlinog.

TG have developed a LAC focus group working with children who either have been in care or are looked after. 

National Care Leavers Day is on 10th August 

Patricipation – there have been concerns of the continuity of services for young people and have been working with SMT to prepare an official hand over meeting for Young People from the Senior and Junior Forum.   Kaye wanted to thank Geraldine at Forsythia and the staff at Barnardo’s for their support.

Sue Williams – AMVYCP have a varied summer programme, will be taking young people to the Millennium Stadium,  David Davies the Olympic swimming Champion will be making a visit  to the centre .  Time banking is an effective mechanism for engaging young people in volunteering in their area.
Keith Howells – Children’s Officer SNAP has a new role within his organisation covering 5 counties. He is only able to work in  Merthyr for 2 hours per week but is keen to remain with CYPVOF.  
Linking with Reaching the Heights programme to support 11- 19yr olds at risk of becoming NEET or with poor attendance rates and at risk of disengagement.  Keith has begun fact finding as to  what’s out there to support participation and advocacy etc and looking at  how SNAP can support young people alongside outcomes of the Children’s Plan. 

Respect training planned for November and December will be free for young people who are NEET or are at risk of becoming so.  It is hoped that eventually young people will access a Train the Trainer course and deliver the training themselves and route the accreditation through SNAP

Sharon Richards – Health and Social Care Facilitator Explained that the Health and Social Care Forum feeds into the HSCWB Partnership through the Chair as a representative.  The Partnership has 6 Priority areas and the Forum now used the priority areas as a themed approach to the Forum meetings.  Sharon asked for members to feed information to her regarding any work going on in the priority areas which are:

Mental Health

Chronic Conditions

Substance Misuse

Older People’s Health and Wellbeing
Healthy Lifestyle

Worklessness

Sharon is now leading on priority aims for Adult Community Learning – wellbeing and social inclusion must provide opportunities for NEETS.
Consultation. Rural Health Plan – 5th Aug  Partners in Health Care and  National Dimentia Action Plan 19th Aug. 
Sportlot Community Chest Merthyr has in ten years never claimed its full allocation of funds = £ 38k.  Groups can claim up to £1k for new activities - organisations can apply for up to two grants per year.
Sharon also spoke about the strands and priority areas for sport and activity developments in the Borough. – Active Young People / Active Adults / Developing People/ Developing Places / Sport.  Yr 2 plans need to be developed by November.    

	Date of Next Meeting
	Thursday 17th September 10am – 12pm at the Voluntary Action Centre.
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