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Network News


Health & Social Care Forum


Issue 1 : 14.05.10








     The BIG Question will consider what’s next for housing in Wales in light of the general election result.  How might our ability to implement a new regulatory framework or push forward with innovative funding models such as the Welsh Housing Investment Trust be affected?  What new models of ownership and control will emerge in Wales over the next few years? 


The election will usher in a new dawn for housing and communities.  We need political leadership from across parties to bring forward a public commitment to ensure a fit for purpose housing system for the benefit of current and future generations. 


The BIG Question will provide a major opportunity to debate these issues, along with a range of other challenges that are arising because of the shift in the political and economic context which dictates the housing system in Wales.


�






























Copy and paste this link to your browser to book 


online at:





http://www.cih.org/cymru/


events/TheBigQuestion10/ booking.htm�
�
The current (May) edition of the Healthcare Alliance newsletter it now available.


�
� HYPERLINK "http://www.vamtdev.com/publications/sharon/health_social_care/may/we_140510/item7.doc" ��Click here for a copy�





�
�
The local Expert Patient Programme (EPP) co-ordinator is running taster sessions throughout June and July.  This is an ideal way to see whether an EPP course is right for you or your clients.  Please use the attached course flyer to advertise in your area, or alternatively the booking form to secure your place. 


�









� HYPERLINK "http://www.vamtdev.com/publications/sharon/health_social_care/may/we_140510/item10.pdf" ��Course flyer�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.vamtdev.com/publications/sharon/health_social_care/may/we_140510/item30.doc" ��Booking form


�


�
�
The latest newsletter from Participation Cymru is now available.


�
� HYPERLINK "http://www.vamtdev.com/publications/sharon/health_social_care/may/we_140510/item9.doc" ��Click here for a copy�


�
�
To find out what’s happening within the CYPVOF  (Children & Young People’s Voluntary Organisations’ Forum) network run by Alison Harris at VAMT – see a copy of their Network News update.


�
� HYPERLINK "http://www.vamtdev.com/publications/sharon/health_social_care/may/we_140510/item11.doc" ��Click here for a copy�


�
�
Wales Alliance for Citizen Directed Support is being launched on 29th June in Newtown Powys.  The aims of the Alliance will be relevant to all organisations and individuals committed to providing support to people who want it to build the lives they aspire to within the community.


�
� HYPERLINK "http://www.vamtdev.com/publications/sharon/health_social_care/may/we_140510/item12.pdf" ��Invite�





� HYPERLINK "http://www.vamtdev.com/publications/sharon/health_social_care/may/we_140510/item13.pdf" ��Launch programme��
�
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� HYPERLINK "http://www.vamt.net/contactus.html" \o "Follow the link to contact Alison or Sharon" ��Contacts�





� HYPERLINK "http://www.vamt.net/training.html" \o "Click to view training opportunities" �� Training�





� HYPERLINK "http://www.vamt.net/networks.html" \o "View the range of networks supported by VAMT" ��Networks�





� HYPERLINK "http://www.vamt.net/" \o "Click to visit the VAMT website" ��   Home�





VAMT : supporting voluntary and community activity in the County Borough of Merthyr Tydfil


Charity No. 1118403








Merthyr Tydfil Institute for the Blind have announced new training dates for British Sign Language (Level 1) 


�
� HYPERLINK "http://www.vamtdev.com/publications/sharon/health_social_care/may/we_140510/item1.doc" ��View brochure here�


�
�
Adult Learners’ Week 2010 is underway with a festival of events throughout the Borough


�
� HYPERLINK "http://www.vamtdev.com/publications/sharon/health_social_care/may/we_140510/item2.xls" ��Timetable of events�


�
�
The Social Care Workforce Development Partnership (SCWDP) are underway with their current training calendar (April – September 2010) – take a look at what’s on offer…


�
� HYPERLINK "http://www.vamtdev.com/publications/sharon/health_social_care/may/we_140510/item3.doc" ��Training calendar�


�
�
SCWDP have announced an extra training opportunity for COSHH.  Nominations to be forwarded to the Training & Development Department by 7th June 2010.  In case of query please contact 01685 724610.


�
� HYPERLINK "http://www.vamtdev.com/publications/sharon/health_social_care/may/we_140510/item4.doc" ��Booking form�


�
�
The May edition of the Local Service Board briefing report is now available.


�
� HYPERLINK "http://www.vamtdev.com/publications/sharon/health_social_care/may/we_140510/item5.doc" ��Click here for a copy�


�
�
The University of Glamorgan have finalised their summer school programme – their diverse range of courses include “samba rock belly dance” !!


�
� HYPERLINK "http://www.vamtdev.com/publications/sharon/health_social_care/may/we_140510/item6.pdf" ��Summer school brochure�





�
�
The BIG Question 2010 Symposium   … Days after the most dramatic election in decades, the time is right to focus on what this will mean for people and communities in Wales.  The BIG Question is a high level housing symposium for key decision makers and senior managers involved in housing and regeneration in Wales.  Leaders from Local Authorities, Housing Associations and Voluntary Housing Sector will be brought together to focus on the key emerging challenges.


The recent housing LCO has placed a new focus on the relationship between WAG and Westminster, with devolution of powers likely to continue to dominate discussions as we draw closer to a law-making referendum


Continued below�
�
�
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The Welsh Assembly Government is consulting on their new Child Poverty Strategy for Wales.  The consultation period will run until 12th August 2010.  WAG will be holding a number of consultation events across Wales:


27 May 2010 – workshops as part of the National Child Poverty Conference (Cardiff). More information and booking form can be found on the � HYPERLINK "http://www.wlga.gov.uk/english/events/national-child-poverty-confernece/" �Welsh Local Government Association (WLGA) website�.


17 June 2010 Consultation Event in North Wales – location to be confirmed. Details on how to register for this event will follow shortly on the WAG website


Consultation events with Communities First Partnerships:


18 June 2010 North Wales (Talysarn)


21 June 2010 South Wales (Merthyr Tydfil)


30 June 2010 Mid Wales (Aberystwyth)


To reserve your space at one of the Communities First events, please contact Mathew Evans  on Tel:  01685 729284 or by Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:childpovertyconsul@wales.gsi.gov.uk" �childpovertyconsul@wales.gsi.gov.uk�


There are three documents to consider:


Part 1 provides a summary of the Child Poverty Strategy and Delivery Plan, and includes questions WAG would like you to consider as part of the consultation period.


Part 2 is the Child Poverty Strategy.


Part 3 is the Child Poverty Strategy’s Delivery Plan.


There is also a children and young people’s version of the Child Poverty Strategy and Delivery Plan and WAG plan to hold specific events with children and young people – to hear their views on the Strategy and Delivery Plan and how it can be improved.
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� HYPERLINK "http://www.vamtdev.com/publications/sharon/health_social_care/may/we_140510/item14.pdf" ��Summary�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.vamtdev.com/publications/sharon/health_social_care/may/we_140510/item15.pdf" ��Child Poverty Strategy�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.vamtdev.com/publications/sharon/health_social_care/may/we_140510/item16.pdf" ��Delivery Plan�











� HYPERLINK "http://www.vamtdev.com/publications/sharon/health_social_care/may/we_140510/item17.pdf" ��Children & Young People’s version��
�
Cracking the Code


There is shortly to be a consultation event around the Code of Practice for commissioning of third sector organisations across Merthyr Tydfil and RCT.  For more information on “Cracking the Code” and how to secure your place see the attached.


�



� HYPERLINK "http://www.vamtdev.com/publications/sharon/health_social_care/may/we_140510/item31.doc" ��Cracking the Code�


�
�
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The Welsh Assembly Government are currently consulting on Non-Emergency Patient Transport in Wales until 6th June 2010





For more information on this consultation please follow this link:  � HYPERLINK "http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/nept/?lang=en" ��http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/nept/?lang=en� 





If you would like to contribute to a Third Sector response, then join us at VAMT on 25th May from 2 pm.  Alternatively if you wish to put forward comments or a response to the consultation, and would like to share your comments with the VAMT led Community Transport Forum, then please contact � HYPERLINK "mailto:sharon.richards@vamt.net" ��sharon.richards@vamt.net� or � HYPERLINK "mailto:alison.harris@vamt.net" ��alison.harris@vamt.net� 


�
� HYPERLINK "http://www.vamtdev.com/publications/sharon/health_social_care/may/we_140510/item18.pdf" ��Consultation document��
�
The Merthyr Tydfil & RCT Mental Health Forum are aware that issues/concerns of the sector are not being captured in terms of unmet needs.  You are invited to forward any information regarding Unmet Need to Michaela Morris at � HYPERLINK "mailto:Michaela.morris@wales.nhs.uk" \o "blocked::mailto:Michaela.morris@wales.nhs.uk" �Michaela.morris@wales.nhs.uk� using the ‘individual’ or ‘collective’ forms provided. 


�
� HYPERLINK "http://www.vamtdev.com/publications/sharon/health_social_care/may/we_140510/item19.doc" ��Unmet need – individual�





� HYPERLINK "http://www.vamtdev.com/publications/sharon/health_social_care/may/we_140510/item20.doc" ��Unmet need - collective�


�
�
What’s coming up in the network meetings:


Health & Social Care Forum 9th June 2010 – confirmed presentations by Alison Lagier, Director of Strategic and Operational Planning at Cwm Taf Health Board on the Cwm Taf 5 Year Plan, and Howard Jones, MTCBC around new scrutiny arrangements and how the sector can involved in the new scrutiny structures as sector representatives


CCM Focus Group – 8th July 2010 – presentations by British Lung Foundation and also Public Health Wales on developing the Self-Care Strategy for Cwm Taf





And a reminder that if your organisation gives any support re benefits advice, then you may benefit from linking to the Financial Inclusion Forum – please let me know.





Regards





                  Sharon


�
�
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