HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE FORUM
RESPONSE TO THE HOMES FOR LIFE CONSULTATION

APRIL 2009

Q1  Name:
Health & Social Care Forum
Q2  Address:

c/o 89-90 High Street, Merthyr Tydfil  CF47 8UH

Q3  Age Group:

The Forum represents all age groups categorised.
Q4  If you are employed, do you work in the Health Care Sector or Local Government Sectors?

Yes.
Q5 If ‘Yes’, who is your employer?

Various organisations throughout the Voluntary Sector.
Q6  If you are answering on behalf of a partnership or organisation, what is the name of your partnership/organisation?
Health & Social Care Forum
Q7  Do you or a member of your family currently live in?

We are a representative group of organisations who work in the health and social care field.
Q8  If you were to choose residential accommodation for yourself or a family member in the future, what would influence your choice?
Unanswered as a Forum response rather than individual.
Q9  Having read the ‘Homes for Life’ Consultation Report, which of the 5 options for the future of Local Authority directly managed Residential Homes is your preference?
Unanswered – see Q10.
Continued/…

Q10  If your preferred option hasn’t been listed, what option would you like to be considered?

The Forum suggested an Option 6 which was the provision of 2 x 32+ beds -one at each end of the Borough.  This would maintain a sense of locality for those placed and ease of travelling for visitors.  The Forum supported the concerns around lack of appropriate facilities, for example, EMI, which at present forces families to place relatives out of the County Borough, and therefore supported the need for increased availability of EMI provision locally.  

Of those who responded, if Option 6 isn't viable then a single home (Option 5) would be preferable to any other option.  However, we are aware that there are some Forum members who did not formally respond, may support the continuation of the existing care homes and we note that these were, in the main, older people with an emotional connection to the existing facilities, and for whom the economic argument bore little weight.

The Forum recognises the principles behind the need to reconfigure current provision as a result of the Care Standards Act (2000), and the National Minimum Standards it imposed.
Q11  Please can you give reasons for your preference when choosing your favoured option?

Option 6 would address the concern of the existing provision, and the need to provide more EMI accommodation and to reduce the elderly/frail provision, as this is needed less.  Option 6 would also ensure a geographical representation of all Borough residents, with north and south having equal access.  There is a need to continue with Local Authority-run residential homes as Forum members feel "they offer a benchmark in care and accommodation standards without which the majority of independent sector homes would consistently provide care to the lowest common denominator".  Maintaining a mixed pattern of provision would also provide some slack in the system, allowing for those times when a client requires an emergency placement for their own safety.  

Forum members were concerned that any savings in the residential care provision, made by a move towards a new build facility(ies) should be reinvested into supporting older people and not subsumed within the wider Local Authority budget.  

Forum members welcomed the commitment to providing modern facilities which seem to reflect the needs of individuals and respect their dignity far more than the existing provision allows (eg, en-suite facilities, double room accommodation).
Continued/…

Q12   Did you find the consultation document helpful in informing you of the key issues concerning the future of our 4 Residential Homes for older people?

Yes

The Forum has welcomed the engagement of Integrated Adult Services with the network, via the presentation by Joy Garfitt at our meeting on 8th April, to directly consult with Forum members.  

Forum members found the presentation helpful in informing them of the key issues concerning the future of the four residential homes for older people.

Overall the Forum welcomed the commitment shown by the Local Authority in maintaining, wherever possible, people within their own homes, but also recognises that there are growing needs and specific requirements of an aging population, with increasing levels of care, eg, specifically those who are EMI, and the intention for the Local Authority to provide the best possible accommodation to meet individual needs and requirements in the future.

We hope that you will continue to engage with the Forum as plans progress in this area, and on any future developments in which you require a varied representation of views.
End.
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