MERTHYR TYDFIL FINANCIAL INCLUSION FORUM

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 29th SEPTEMBER 2009
Present:

Ryan Jones (RJ)

Wales Co Operative Centre (Chair)
Sharon Richards (SR)
Health & Social Care Facilitator, VAMT
Andrew Manning (AM)
Pension Service

John Anderson (JA)

CISWO

Andrew Rowlands (AR)
Merthyr Tydfil Credit Union

Martin Jones (MJ)

3Gs Development Trust

Lisa May (LM)

MTHA

Claire Little (CL)

Merthyr Valleys Homes

Alison Chaplin (AC)

WWHA

Michelle Powell (MP)
Communities First – Town & Park

Sherelle Jones (SJ)

Communities First – Taff Bargoed

Marcelle Mackay (MM)
WWHA

Trisha Anderson (TA)
Care for the Family

Clive Morgan (CM)

WEA

Zoe Priddy (ZP)

Communities First Central Team – MTCBC

Lisa Toghill (LT)

Communities First – Dowlais

Gerald Powell (GP)

Communities First – Troedyrhiw

David Ashman (DA)

WEA

	1.
	Welcome / Introductions / Apologies

	
	The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and led a round of introductions.


	
	Apologies were received from Cllr Jeff Edwards; Sally McIntyre; Tracey Mason; Brian Lewis; Nigel Lynch; Alyson King; Helen Thomas and James Edwards.


	2.
	Minutes of the Meeting held on 26th August 2009

	
	The Minutes of the meeting held on 26th August were agreed as an accurate record.  Proposed by CL and seconded by MP.


	3.
	Matters Arising

	3.1


	(3.1 refers)  SM suggested co-ordinating and submitting any questions in advance of the visit to Llanelli.  Feedback from the visit to be given at the next meeting.


	
	

	4
	Care for the Family
Quidz In – Raising Financially Confident Kids

	
	The Chair welcomed Trisha Anderson to the Forum, who outlined the remit of Care for the Family and gave an informative presentation on current projects operating via Care for the Family.  A copy of the presentation is attached as Appendix A. Note (29/10/09)-TBA.
TA confirmed that many resources are available via the Care for the Family website:  www.careforthefamily.org.uk 

	
	

	5
	Local Pension Service
Andrew Manning, Partner Liaison Manager presented the Forum with an overview of the work of the local pension service, including current information about pension credit.  A copy of the presentation is attached as Appendix B.



	6
	Workers Educational Association
Clive Morgan, Basic Skills and ESOL Co-ordinator for WEA attended the Forum to present information on the history of WEA through to its current service provision, which incorporates Financial Literacy training.  A copy of the presentation is attached as Appendix C. Note (29/10/09)-TBA.

	
	

	7

	Merthyr Tydfil Financial Inclusion Strategy & Action Plan Update

Forum members discussed overall progress of the action plan and agreed to forward comments to RJ for inclusion in an updated version of the plan.
Action:  All


	7.1
	Theme 2:  The Forum agreed that the visit to Llanelli will inform future work around Theme 2.  A small group to meet following the visit, and RJ to co-ordinate.

Action:  RJ

	7.2
	Theme 3:  Links have been made with the Maximising Income Group (sub group of the Borough-wide Older Person’s Steering Group) and agreement has been reached that the MIG will continue to meet separately and report back to the Financial Inclusion Forum on a regular basis.


	7.3
	Theme 4:  The Credit Union have successfully appointed Andrew Rowlands who was welcomed to the meeting. 



	7.4
	Theme 5:  RJ confirmed that under the LINK ‘Free Access to Cash’ programme; the latest Merthyr Local Authority Area data states that 7 ATM’s have been installed; 2 Under Contract; 3 Outstanding. 


	7.5
	Theme 6:  The Forum discussed potential links between the Forum and the Local Service Board.  It was agreed that a copy of the strategy and action plan be sent to the LSB Lead Officer for comments.  

Action:  RJ 

The Forum discussed LSB support for a potential launch event in January 2010, and agreed to pursue this further.

Action:  RJ


	
	

	8
	Information Share

	8.1
	RJ confirmed announced that NEA would be hosting a Fuel Poverty Forum on 27th October at the Grand Theatre, Swansea.


	8.2
	CL advised that Merthyr Valleys Homes would be holding a Tenant Participation Day on 28th October at the Orbit Business Centre, which would include financial information.  Forum Members are invited to send any literature to CL for inclusion in the event.
Action:  All



	8.3
	AR informed members that Merthyr Tydfil Credit Union has an opportunity submit funding proposals to Big Lottery and Barclays.  The discussion whether to submit an individual or joint (multi-agency) bid is to be discussed at the next Credit Union board meeting.  



	9
	Any Other Business

	
	The Forum discussed the frequency of meetings for 2010, and agreed to meet on a bi-monthly basis.  It was agreed that the meetings would rotate venues, and Communities First members agreed to subsidise the cost of venue hire where necessary.

It was agreed that 2010 meetings would be held from 10 am to 12 Noon.

Action:  All

	
	

	
	There being no further business, the meeting closed
Date of Next Meeting

Wednesday 4th November 2009 - 9.30 am to 11.30 am
Voluntary Action Centre, 89-90 High Street, Merthyr Tydfil
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