MERTHYR TYDFIL FINANCIAL INCLUSION FORUM

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 27TH JANUARY 2010
Present:

Ryan Jones (RJ)

Wales Co Operative Centre (Chair)
Sharon Richards (SR)
Health & Social Care Facilitator, VAMT
Alison Chaplin (AC)

WWHA

Zoe Priddy (ZP)

Communities First Central Team – MTCBC

Michelle Powell (MP)
Communities First – Town & Park

Alyson King (AK)

Communities First – Trefechan

Sally McIntyre (SMc)
Communities First – Trefechan

Lisa Toghill (LT)

Communities First – Dowlais

Brian Lewis (BL)

Communities First

Sherelle Jones (SJ)

Communities First – Taf Bargoed

Andrew Rowlands (AR)
Merthyr Tydfil Credit Union

Huw Langford (HL)

Merthyr & the Valleys MIND

Claire Gardner (CG)
ProMo Cymru

Marco Gil-Cervantes (MG)
ProMo Cymru

	1.
	Welcome / Introductions / Apologies

	
	The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and led a round of introductions.


	
	Apologies were received from:  Lisa May; Dave Ashman; Jayne Komor; Carol Adams; Martin Jones; Andrew Manning; Uma Raichoudhury; Ceri Thomas; Rob Walsh.


	2.
	Minutes of the Meeting held on 4th November 2009

	
	The Minutes of the meeting held on 4th November were agreed as an accurate record.  Proposed by BL and seconded by AR.


	3.
	Matters Arising

	3.1


	RJ advised of the FSA Money Guidance Pathfinder.  This scheme will introduce a post whose role will be to target those financially excluded.  Following research from WAG it was decided that the first post in Wales would be a joint appointment between Merthyr Tydfil and Blaenau Gwent.  The appointment process is underway and it is anticipated that the appointee will commence from April 2010.  RJ confirmed that the FSA will host the post for an initial period until end of December 2010.  A meeting is to be held in Cardiff on 17th February with key stakeholders, where the decision will be made as to which organization will host the post from 2011.
RJ suggested that the Forum may support the new appointee by hosting sessions within their organizations whereby the appointee could meet potential clients, and members present pledged their support.  
Members of the Forum who are interested in making connections with the new appointee are invited to attend a meeting at 2 pm on Tuesday 15th February at Pant School Annex, Dowlais, where there will be opportunity for discussion with the FSA, and colleagues in Blaenau Gwent.

Action:  All

Appendix A details more information about the post and roll-out programme.



	3.2

	RJ updated the Forum on the potential application to the Communities First Outcomes Fund.  RJ has prepared an Expression of Interest (EOI) form reflecting the Forum’s discussions on 1st December 2009 to follow the five priorities of the Merthyr Tydfil Financial Inclusion Action Plan.  RJ confirmed that two letters of support had already been received from Communities First areas, and those members present agreed to also pledge their support in writing.                                                    Action:  All
RJ agreed to circulate a copy of the EOI for any final comments, before submission on behalf of the Forum.                               Action:  RJ and All
AK thanked RJ on behalf of the Forum for developing the EOI.



	3.3
	RJ advised that the DWP Third Sector Tender Exercise is to support local developments.  Decisions are made on a UK-wide basis.
AR confirmed that he has submitted a tender on behalf of the Forum which will provide:

· A debt advice literature holder for each organization in the Forum

· Developing a branding logo

· Developing a Forum DVD 

AR advised the group that that the Citizen’s Advice Bureau are also submitting a tender for a benefits advice worker.



	3.4
	AR advised the Forum that the Credit Union were unsuccessful in their application to the Barclays Bank Community Finance Fund.  AR also stated that to his knowledge no bids from Wales had been successful. 


	3.5
	RJ advised the Forum that a consultation exercise is underway in relation to the Merthyr Tydfil Community Strategy.  Following discussion it was agreed that RJ would prepare a response on behalf of the Forum, outlining the Forum’s support for “a prosperous, cultural and diverse Merthyr Tydfil”, where “people in Merthyr Tydfil are free from poverty”.              Action:  RJ

	4
	RJ led the update and discussion around update 7 of the action plan, and encouraged members to inform him of progress for future updates.
AR indicated that the Credit Union has submitted a tender for Speakeasy (who offer free legal and debt advice) to deliver services locally.

	
	

	5
	Clic Online

	
	RJ welcomed Marco Gil-Cervantes and Claire Gardner of ProMo Cymru to the Forum.
MG then gave a presentation on the development of Clic Online to date and information on its aims and services.  MG confirmed that ProMo Cymru have been awarded the contract for Clic Online for the next four years and that their work programme includes providing and developing local Clic Online facilities in each Local Authority area.  MG confirmed that ProMo Cymru have already received funding to develop local Clic Online facilities, and are looking to work with individuals locally to take this work forward.  Initial discussions have been undertaken with the Information Shop in Merthyr Tydfil.

A copy of the presentation is attached as Appendix B.

NB:  Additional discussion was undertaken outside of the meeting, and the following actions were taken:

· SR introduced MG and CG to Alison Harris of VAMT who is a member of the Children & Young People’s Partnership and who also facilitates the Children & Young People Voluntary Organisations’ Forum on behalf of VAMT – in order that the development of the local Clic Online facility can be discussed within the strategic arena, with relevant partners and stakeholders 

· SR and AH introduced MG and CG to Sharon Northall, Project Manager, Safer Merthyr Tydfil, (who lead on Youth Participation for the Borough) to ensure links between the Youth Participation Project and ProMo Cymru 

· Sharon Richards to engage ProMo Cymru in presenting to the Strategic Communication Group who are working with the Local Service Board to ensure a co-ordinated approach to all consultation / engagement / youth participation within the Borough 

	
	

	6
	Information Share

	6.1
	BL advised of a consultation which is imminent – as the next stage of housing benefit reform, the DWP are to consult on supporting people in work.

	6.2
	BL advised that following the success of the “Putting Bailiffs on the Spot” campaign, an independent bailiff regulatory body is to be established.

	6.3
	BL advised that in relation to the post offices closure programme, the Department of Business, Innovation & Skills will be contacting local organizations to establish local need.

	6.4
	BL advised that in relation to money laundering – a knock on effect for vulnerable groups is that they are being penalized from getting bank accounts, etc, because of lack of proof of identification.

	6.5
	BL advised that under the Energy Bill there has been a voluntary agreement which is due to become a statutory agreement.  BL stated that this only affects older people’s groups, and raised concern for others groups who are equally vulnerable.

	6.6
	SJ announced that the Local Authority have confirmed Bedlinog as the next housing renewal area in the Borough as part of a 10 year renewal programme.  CF Taf Bargoed will be hosting open days towards the end of February during which information on the range of schemes available under the renewal programme can be obtained.  Consultants have been appointed and they will be engaging with local residents within the next 6 months to determine beneficiaries.  

	6.7
	HL confirmed that the Merthyr & the Valleys MIND Advocacy project is to cease from the end of March 2010 due to the loss of funding.

	6.8
	AC stated that WWHA are working with their tenants to encourage uptake of the Credit Union “Saving for Christmas” scheme.  WWHA will invest £20 for each individual tenant who saves regularly with the scheme.

	6.9
	RJ advised of the “Save Xmas” scheme which is being run by the Office of Fair Trading – more information can be found at www.transact.org.uk 

	
	

	7
	Any Other Business

	
	There being no further business, the meeting closed



	
	Date of Next Meeting

The meeting on Wednesday 31st March is to be rescheduled.  
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