



VOLUNTARY ACTION MERTHYR TYDFIL

CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE’S VOLUNTARY ORGANISATIONS FORUM (CYPVOF)

Meeting held on Thursday 17th September 2009 10am – 12pm 

at the Voluntary Action Centre.

Present:
Alison Harris


VAMT



Brian Lewis


CF PSN

Claire Lewis


Hafal

Cheryl Powell

New Pathways

Zoe Priddy


Communities First

Sylvia Hallinan

Barnardos
Mary Eaton 


Wales PPA

Teresa Rees


Merthyr CBC

Julie McDonald

NPHS

Sharon Dinham

SMT

Sharon Northall

SMT

Craig Thomas

CPCKCN

Wendy Marshallsea

Engine House Community Project

Meinir Williams 

Law yn Llaw

Ian Davy 


VAMT

Apologies   Ann Angel,  Keith Howells,  Mandy Perry,  Tania Stephens,  Shan Davies,              


          Geraldine Maddison.  Kaye Watkins.
1. Minutes/matters arising. 

The following discrepancies were noted and the minutes amended accordingly
Sharon Northall - apologies not recorded

Zoe Priddy - Officer not Manager 

Craig Thomas – not on list.

As the Minutes are generally lengthy, due to the information share section AH. asked members whether they would like a change of format and have the information share section provided as a separate sheet.  Members expressed that they would prefer to keep to the same format but that in addition members could forward information to be shared and circulated to the membership. 
2. MEND Programme – Julie McDonald NPHS.

Julie introduced herself and gave a back ground to the programme; MEND (Mind Exercise Nutrition and Diet) is an holistic programme which was developed in Great Ormond St Hospital.  It is implemented through Welsh Assembly Government funding to Local Health Boards and delivered locally through National Public Health Teams.  The programme commenced in Jan 2009 and is funded until 2011. 
The team are about to deliver the third community based programme at Aberfan and will be held on a Tuesday and Thursday from 4:30 – 6:30pm.  Julie was keen to stress that it is not a diet club, they work with the children and their parents separately, the Mind session is run by a school nurse.  All of the sessions are fun and free.  There have been positive results from the interim 6 months review.
Julie offered to take questions: in response to -
Age – the programme is for children age 7 up.

Group numbers –for effective group-work activities, at least 7 children.
Venue – needs to be in an area with a pool.

Julie mentioned that sometimes transport could be an issue and queried the use of Community Transport.
3. Participation – the next stage.  Sharon Northall 
· Sharon explained that SMT gained the contract for participation for 2009-11 there has been a delayed start to the new project due to contracts. The official handover from Tros Gynnal has now taken place and the young people are settling in to the new structure.  The Junior  LSCB have given a superb presentation to an International Congress.

The forward plan includes -
· Seeking new members for the Youth Cabinet, from young people from across Merthyr.  The existing Cabinet have agreed to support the handover for 6 months.  The new cabinet will exist of 11 young people each taking on an area of responsibility of their interest.  The Cabinet have stated that they would like another “Question Time” type of event.
· Youth Mayor and Deputy Mayor  will be an open process for all young people in the borough (age limited)  
· Youth apprentices have been employed and will be doing a mapping exercise of all of the youth provision in the borough.

· UNCRC training has been developed and will be delivered for professionals,  

· Developing a workers forum.

· Reviewing the Participation Toolkit and Strategy by January ensuring synergy  with the Youth Service Strategy 
· Link the participation promise kite-mark award (in line with the National Award)
· Participation Grant Scheme up and running the initial round started in July and will be processed on a quarterly basis.
· Youth Forum meetings will rotate around youth clubs in Merthyr encouraging more young people to become involved.  A borough wide forum will be developed and will include 60+ young people.

3. Vulnerable young people referral processes – Hayley Scriven

AH Apologised that Hayley Scriven had not shown up for her presentation.
4.  Feedback from CYPP and Subgroups
AH apologised that she was unable to attend the August CYPP meeting but reps fed back that the meeting held no particular concerns for the Reps.

AH fed back information about the subgroups that had met and those that hadn’t and that Isabella Warren and Sharon Dinham had agreed to sit in different groups.

ID fed back on the Research and Evaluations task group.
There was a discussion around under-spend within the groups and the Partnership Team and members requested that they are informed at the earliest date of any process and opportunity.
4. Information Share
· Law yn Llaw – Meinir was delighted that their application to WAG for £75k for disabled children was supported this financial year.
· WPPA - Mary Eaton told the group about the Development Officer Post that is out for advertisement.

· Julie McDonald spoke about a course about Energy Efficiency they are running on 6th November.

· VAMT  Ian Davy spoke about the Compact and the Commissioning Post working across RCT and Merthyr  taken up by Margaret Mc Laughlin.

Margaret has developed 3 codes of practice  - Partnership Working   Volunteering  and Procedure for resolving Disagreements - which will be out for consultation by the next meeting.

  Date of next meeting November 19th 10-12 at the Voluntary Action Centre.

PAGE  
1

