VOLUNTARY ACTION MERTHYR TYDFIL

CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE’S VOLUNTARY ORGANISATIONS FORUM (CYPVOF)

Meeting held on Thursday 21st May  2009  10am – 12pm 

at the Voluntary Action Centre.

Present:
Alison Harris


VAMT



Brian Lewis


CF PSN



Leanne Davies

SNAP



Matthew Hunt 

Barnardos Cymru



Joanne Sullivan

MT Local Public Health Team



Meinir Williams

Law yn Llaw



Clair Lewis 


Hafal



Sian Pitman


Tros Gynnal



Rachel Rowlands

CF Bedlinog

Ken Long


CF Central Support
Apologies   Alison Chaplin  Isabella Warren  Jaimee Spooner   Tania Stephens   

                    Craig Thomas   Paula Houston   Cerys Harris    Helen Thomas
1.
 Minutes matters arising 

Stop it Now!  Tania Stephens has met with Rebecca Waninski several times and the Stop it Now, Professionals Protect course due to high interest two dates have been set - Wednesday 17th June and 19th June.  Please contact Tania on 01443 693777 or email Tania.evans@yahoo.co.uk   to indicate which date you would prefer to attend.  
1. Participation –Sharon Northall

Sharon explained that SMT had won the new tender to take forward participation but the contract had not yet been signed.

Sian Pitman raised concerns that there was now a gap in service provision and the Youth Forum had expressed their concerns to Tros Gynnal that they felt let down and unsupported in that there was no one to support their access to Funky Dragon.  Sian requested that the information be passed on to the CYPP. 

2. Children and Young People’s Partnership arrangements –Alison Harris
Discussion on the proposed subgroups linked to the CYPP.  AH explained that the CYPP were looking to amalgamate some of the priority outcome subgroups into 5 groups which span services:

· around the child

· around the family

· around the community

· participation 

· workforce development

AH produced a template which showed subgroups that had a remit to develop services for children young people or families.  The purpose of the template was to establish:

· whether the template held the full list of groups

· which groups the sector was involved in

· where organisations felt they had interest
there followed a discussion around whether there were community groups related to any of the specific areas of interest,  that could feed information to representatives.
Ken Long queried whether C1st Co-ordinators were invited to CYPVOF.  AH said that other C1st Co-ordinators were included in mailing list.

Action AH to send out the template to CYPVOF members with questions to establish sector involvement.
4.
Election/Selection of Chair Vice Chair and Representatives  
AH explained that the process for election/selection of reps was to be set in motion after the meeting and wanted to thank the reps for their support to date.  
AH circulated a role description for CYPVOF representatives to the CYP Partnership and explained that people with the identified skills could put their names forward, or that members could nominate someone to represent.  All forms would be sent out to members via email.  
There followed a discussion and agreement on representation to each group.  
5. Review of Terms of Reference
The TOR was reviewed and the only change to be made was the inclusion of and families into the opening statement of purpose. 

To provide a forum for voluntary/third sector organisations who have an interest in children, young people and families services in the County Borough of Merthyr Tydfil.
6. Information Share – All
CF – From April 1st Bedlinog and Trelewis CF have merged and will occupy a new property previously occupied by Trafalgar Home Improvement, they have also gained two new members of staff.  The first meeting of the new board will be held on 21st May 2009.
SNAP – Leanne explained that she was only able to represent SNAP at this meeting ad her secondment period would have ended by the date of the next meeting.  Due to staff shortage it was not clear whether Snap would be able to send representation regularly to CYPVOF meetings but would like to remain on the contact list for information purposes.  AH acknowledged Keith Howells contribution to previous meetings, members agreed that he would be missed and wished him well in his new post.  

Barnardo’s – Matthew Hunt explained that he as Area Manager was covering the Merthyr branch in the interim as Barnardo’s due to loss of funding for certain elements of the project, had been evaluating the prospect of employing a Service Manager in the medium term. The M T Development Fund had supported the use of volunteers to the Young Carers Service by providing funding for 1 day per week for one year.
Pam Clutton’s involvement and support, over many years, to CYPVOF, was greatly acknowledged and members wished her well in her new post.

Tros Gynnal – Sian Pitman informed members that Tros Gynnal had been working with Save the Children in an application to fund participation in Communities First Areas.  The 2yr project will involve pilots in Communities First areas – a wider bid will be worked up in June.

Ken Long - Communities First spoke about the Way of Life bid involving Gellideg, Aberfan and Merthyr Vale, Treharris and Bedlinog around Food and Fitness. 
Meinir Williams – Law & Llaw were unsuccessful in a funding application this now leaves them with a waiting list of 10 children with a disability who are losing out on the opportunity to access playgroup.
Heolgerrig - Wrap Around service has been told that there will be no provision for the service within the new Primary School building there will also be no space for the24 children who are currently accessing the playschool setting. 
7. Involving young people – plan for next meeting 
A discussion about the suggested format of the next meeting resulted in an agreement that AH would contact members to plan the format of the next meeting involving young people. 
8.
Meeting close - date of next meeting   23rd July 2009 10am – 12pm 
