VAMT
CHILDREN & YOUNG PERSONS VOLUNTARY ORGANISATIONS FORUM

(CYPVOF)

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 26th MARCH 2009

Present;

Brian Lewis (Chair) 

Homestart

Sharon Northall 

Safer Merthyr Tydfil

Nikki Loukisas

MTCBC

Ian Davy 


VAMT

Rebecca Wasinski

Stop it Now! Wales
Paul Marshallsea

Pant & Dowlais Boys and Girls Club

Rachel Roberts 

Bedlinog Communities First

Mandy Perriman

Rathbone Cymru

Brian Barnett


Willows Centre Troedyrhiw

Jaime Spooner

Willows Centre Troedyrhiw

Meinir Williams

Law yn Llaw

Carol Smith


Communities First

Tania Stephens

Trinity Day Care

Sue Williams


Aberfan & Merthyr Vale YCP
Lisbeth McLean

Menter Iaith Merthyr Tudful

Keith Howells

SNAP Cymru

Leanne Davies

SNAP Cymru (on student placement)

Carol Evans 


VAMT

Cerys Harries

Hafod Housing

1 Apologies
Apologies were received from Alison Harris, Alison Chaplin, Ken Long, Joanne Sullivan.

2 Minutes

The minutes of the previous meeting were agreed as a true record.

3 Matters arising

None

4 Rathbone
Mandy Perriman gave a presentation on the work of Rathbone Cymru which has been undergoing a period of development and have moved from being mainly work based learning providers to much more broad based charitable work. They are also looking to reduce there target age to 8 in future.
Mandy talked through some slides which she promised to send to VAMT after the meeting so they can be circulated to forum members.

Mandy took some questions. Carol Smith asked about programmes for young people. Mandy replied they currently use “skill build” but can use less formal programmes e.g. when leaving school.
Cerys asked how they measure outcomes. Mandy replied that they use an on line toolkit borrowed from Fairbridge but they are looking to develop their own.
Keith Howells asked if Rathbone had taken over the peer mentoring programme from Weston Spirit. This was the case.
Lis asked about Welsh language provision. Mandy responded that this was a development area for the organisation.

Brian Barnett asked about links with local employers. Mandy responded that they have 780 links with employers in Wales, in Merthyr, particular links with Tesco and TK Max.

5 Life Chances Project
Nikki Loukisas gave a presentation on the Life Chance project which aims to promote inclusion. She spoke to a presentation which can be sent out with the minutes.

In discussion Nikki explained that the project has had particular success at Penydre but will be seeking all schools to be establishing partnerships although there is some reluctance of schools to get involved.

Nikki was asked for a referral form. Nikki said she would e mail it to Alison Harris to be sent out to forum members.

Action Alison Harris

Keith Howells said he had used the service with positive results.
6 Stop it Now Campaign
Rebecca Wasinski explained that the campaign is an arm of the Lucy Faithful Foundation and is new in Wales only beginning in January 2009. She spoke to a presentation which members asked to be sent out with the minutes.
The project is about tackling child sexual abuse through raising adult awareness of child sexual abuse. It is funded by WAG.
There was discussion about opportunities for piloting the various “Protect” courses. Rebecca explained that she has already had discussions with Sonia Lloyd Williams re piloting the course with carers. 
Three other ideas were suggested;

· A communities first workers group – suggest attends the CF Partnership Support Network

· A group of volunteers working with young peoples organisations

· A group of relevant professionals from the sector.
It was suggested that Alison Harris could liaise with Rebecca about promoting the possible groups.

7 CYPP Reps feedback

Ian Davy and Brian Lewis spoke of the CYPP meetings in December and February and the problematic process in re-commissioning the Cymorth funded projects. It was noted that letters have been written to the Director of Integrated Children’s Services by aggrieved organisations. 

Ian congratulated the representatives in conducting themselves at the February meeting. Reps made their serious concerns clear about the process and the Chair, Chris Abbott, did remark that lessons have been learned.
A paper detailing the current tendering opportunities was circulated and Ian gave details of the current position as supplied by the CYP Partnership Team to Alison Harris.

Looking forward, the CYPP agreed that each Priority Outcome Group has at least one third sector member and that the representative be nominated through Alison Harris to provide coordination and support. It was also agreed that Alison is also a member of the “Priority Leads Group”. Also it was agreed that the tenders will go out to all organisations who express interest.
The next CYPP meeting is on 16th April.

8 Engagement Gateway
Carol Evans explained that her new post in VAMT is as the Engagement Gateway Liaison Officer. She went through a presentation describing the project and the funding opportunities available. At the moment the priority for organisations is to submit a Pre Qualification Questionnaire (PQQ) so that they can get on the suppliers list and receive invitations to tender when they are ready in the summer. 
It was suggested that organisations may wish to bid as a Consortium. Carol was asked to liaise with Alison regarding a meeting to consider the possibilities.
Action: Carol Evans / Alison Harris

9 Any other business
Alison asked for organisations to input into the Local Safeguarding Children’s Board revised protocols and procedures documents. Alison needs responses by 20th April.

Meeting closed.
Date of next CYPVOF meeting 21st May 2009 
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